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INDONESIA 


NEED TO ATTRACT JAPANESE INVESTMENT ENDORSED 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 1 Dec 86 p 2 


[Excerpt] Jakarta, KOMPAS--At present Indonesia is no longer very attractive 
to Japanese investors. For that reason Indonesia needs to be more aggressive 
in welcoming Japanese investors so that they will be willing to invest their 
capital here. 


This was stated by Dr Pande Radja Silalahi from the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS) on 279 November at the Third National Seminar on 
Japanese Studies in Indonesia, which was held from 27-29 November 1986 at the 
Sarwahita Building of the University of Indonesia campus at Rawamangun. 


He added that a similar situation has also been observed in the trade field. 
Although Indonesia has always had a trade surplus over the last several years, 
in fact Indonesian trade with Japan is not fully beneficial to Indonesia. 


According to Pande Radja Silalahi, in terms of capital investment Indonesia 
needs to consider the facilities which have been extended by other countries 
which, over the past few years, havc made a major effort to attract direct 
investment from Japan. They have done this, among other things, by simplify- 
ing capital investment procedures, providing tax incentives, and other 
facilities. 


Pand2 Radja said that over the past few months Indonesia has made a sustained 
effort to increase foreign capital investment. This has been reflected in the 
series of related steps which have been taken by the government, beginning 
with adjustments in the tax field, less discriminatory treatment for foreign 
capital, extension of thc business areas into which foreign capital may enter, 
and including the granting of loans under easier conditions. 


Lower Labor Costs? 


On this occasion Pande Radja also recalled that what needs to be improved is 
not just technical factors but also non-technical factors, such as the 
collection of unauthorized levies and frequent changes in regulations. 
Speaking specifically of the latter two factors, Pande Radja quoted com- 
plaints made by Japanese businessmen expressed by JETRO (Japan External Trade 
Organization) some time ago. 

















He also questioned the view that lower labor costs are an attraction to 
Japanese investment in Indonesia. Among the complaints made by JETRG, one 
of them referred to the low productivity of Indonesian labor. 


The steady decline in Japanese direct investment in Indonesia was also men- 
tioned by Christianoto Wibisono, director of the Indonesian Business Data 
Center. In addition to existing conditions in the developing countries, 
Christianoto said, recently there has been a tendency for investment to 
"flee" to developed countries, such as the United States and Western Europe. 


According to Christianoto, in 1976 about 30 percent cf Japanese investments 
were made in the ASEAN area. By 1985 this situation had changed drastically, 
because Japanese investments in the ASEAN area were less than 8 percent of 
total Japanese foreign investment. 


Trade 


Pande Radja Silalahi said that in Indonesian eyes Japan is its primary trading 
partner. Over the last few years a large proportion of Indonesian exports 
have been shipped to Japan, and a large percentage of Indonesian imports have 
come from Japan. In 1985 about 45 percent of Indonesian exports went to Japan 
and about 27 percent of Indonesian imports came from Japan. 


On the other hand, in Japanese eyes, apart from a few commodities, Indonesia 
is not Japan's major trading partner. In 1985 only about 1.2 percent of total 
Japanese exports were sent to Indonesia, and only about 7.8 percent of all 
Japanese imports originated in Indonesia. This means that Indonesia's level 
of dependence on Japan is far greater than Japan's level of dependence on 
Indonesia. 


Christianoto agreed with this statement. He declared that should Japan decide 
not to purchase Indonesian goods, then we would lose half of our export market 
or half of Indonesian foreign exchange income. 


5170/6091 
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INDONESIA 


"SOCIAL COLLISION’ BETWEEN INDIGENOUS PEOPLE, TRANSMIGRANTS 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 3 Dec 86 p 2 


[Text] Jakarta, KOMPAS--Social collisions between indigenous people in 
interior regions of the country with transmigrants from Java cannot be pre- 
vented. However, such collisions can be resolved if the indigenous people 
are included in a “supplemental” transmigration program regulated by the 
government. Minister of State for Population and Environment Affairs Emil 
Salim made this statement on 1 December in Jaka ia at the opening of a panel 
discussion entitled "Environmental Insights on the Transmigration Program," 
sponsored by the Indonesian Science Foundation and the Forum of Indonesian 
Environmental Reporters. 


Minister Emil Salim said that social collisions may cause social conflicts 
between the new arrivals and the indigenous residents of an area. He gave 
as an example the seeds of social differences which are the source of social 
conflict between the Dayak tribe in Kalimantan, the Bugis tribe in Sulavesi, 
or the various tribes in Irian Jaya with transmigrants from Java. 


Development 


Minister Emil Salim said that, as in the case of other development programs, 
the transmigration program brings changes which cause gaps to emerge between 
those implementing the program, or the subjects of development, with the 
objects of development. He stated, “And these gaps emerge because of 
cultural differences between the subjects and objects of development." 


He stated that, for example, the indigenous people of Irian Jaya or the 
Dayaks at present are living a life which is st.ll based on hunting or 
obtaining their food from nature. On the other hand, the living standard of 
Jevanese transmigrants has reached the phase of settled agriculture. He said: 
Vnder such conditions social conflicts cannot be prevented.” 


He warned that these differences will not be resolved by physical changes, 
such as, for example, giving clothing to the indigenous people of Irian Jaya, 
who still wear penis sheaths. He said: “These changes cannot be imposed by 
force, because they involve human perceptions of their natural surroundings.” 














Through a supplementai transmigration program, he said, indigenous residents 
of the transmigration area are included in the overall effort, so that they 
have the same rights as transmigrants in connection with obtaining land and 
housing. In this way perceptions can be changed through a supplemental 
transmigration program or by means of persuasion, he said. 


Minister Emil Salim denied a report by “Survival International," an inter- 
national enviropmental organization, which stated that the transmigration 
program has annihilated minority tribes in areas selected for resettlement 
areas. On the basis of this view, Survival International has asked the 
World Bank to halt all loans being given to indonesia. 


He said that the view that the indigenous people of Irian Jaya or the Dayaks 
have no capacity whatever to develop themselves is not true. He said: “It is 
a matter of an opportunity, and I am convinced that they can develop if an 


opportunity is opened wide for then.” 


Emil Salim thought that the transmigration pregram needs to be continued, 
even though it may lead to cutting down the jungles. In its repert to the 
World Bank, Survival International recently accused Indonesia of being 
involved in carrying cit a program for the most widespread destruction of the 
tropical jungle in the history of humcnicy, through the transmigration pro- 
gram. And it used this reason to ask the World Bank to review all loans 
which will be granted in support of the transmigration progran. 
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INDONESIA 


SUDOMO DEFENDS SENDING WOMEN DOMESTIC WORKERS ABROAD 
Jakarta PELITA in Indonesian 10 Dec 86 pp 1, 12 
[Text] Jakarta, PELITA--Proposing to stop sending women domestic workers (PRT) 


abroad without providing other jobs for them is the same thing as not resolving 
the problen. 





This statement by the minister of manpower was issued in Jakarta on 9 December 
in reply to the statement by Sukamdani S$. Gitosardjcno, general chairman of 
the Indonesian Chamber of Commerce znd Industry, who asked that sending women 
domestic workers tc Saudi Arabia should be stopped, because there were many 
abuses involved in it. 


The minister said: "There is still the view that domestic work by women is 
humiliating and dishonorable, a mistaken view, because every job is honor- 
able, as long as we obtain it in a rightful way. Therefore, those who hold 
such a view should not have domestic workers at home. If they continue to 
have domestic workers, that is called hypocrisy." 


According to Minister of Manpower Sudomo, there are five Sasic questions in 
connection with the emplcvment of women as domestic employees which Sukamdani 
apparently has not yet studied and checked in a detailed way. If these five 
questions had been considered, the minister is convirced that Sukamdani wouid 
not have made such a statement. 


The minister said that we know very well how many people have succeeded and 
how manv have not succeeded, as well as the number of people who have experi- 
enced abuses. 


According to data and reports from the Indonesian ambassador to Saudi Arabia, 
in 1985 we sent 54,000 workers to that country. Out of that total, no more 
than 1,000 workers had any difficulties or problems. Out of the 1,000 having 
difficulty, about 80-99 percent have had their cases resolved by the 
Indonesian Embassy, the local police, or the Saudi Arabian Departments of the 
Interior and Labor. We must be able to separate which workers were badly 
treated from those who were basically at fault. 


If there is a question abcut the level or quality of Indonesian workers, go 
and visit the labor training centers of the PPTKI (Indonesian Labor Management 














Company). There potential Indonesian workers are trained in the language, 
skills, customs of the country, and other matters, so that they are ready to 
work abroad. One of the basic conditions for sending workers abroad is the 
establishment of this training center, the minister said. 


Sending workers abroad has helped to solve the problems of finding jobs for 
people and our economic development, as a result of the world recession and 
the fall in petroleum prices, which have experienced difficulty and are low. 
It is difficult to hope that enough jobs can be created in the country for 
them. 


The minister said: “Possibly it would be more appropriate for me to recall 
a Dutch saying, which goes: ‘He heard the bell chime, but he didn't know 
where the clapper was.'" 


5170/6091 
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INDONESIA 


FORMATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION URGED 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 10 Dec 86 p 12 


[Text] Jakarta, KOMPAS--To support activities for the maintenance of basic 
human rights, an international organization, and particularly the United 
Nations, should increase its budget for this effort to a level higher than it 
is at present. Meanwhile, in Indonesia it is time to increase the effort to 
support the basic rights of the citizen, among other things by the formation 
of a special commission to handle this question. 


This was contained in the appeal made by the Indonesian Legal Assistance 
League Foundation [YLBHI] on the occasion of the celebration of the 4lst 
anniversary of Human Rights Day on 10 December 1986. Speaking to the press, 
including several foreign reporters, Master of Laws T. Mulya Lubis, chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the Foundation, said that during the many years 
since the establishment of Human Rights Day the concept of universal human 
rights, as contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, has not yet 
been fully accepted. 


Lubis, who was accompanied by Mulyana W. Kusumah, a member of the non- 
litigation staff of the YLBHI, said that, indeed, the implementation of the 
declaration has frequently been blocked. On the other hand, in Indonesia 

a kind of a priori tendency and allergy toward the concept of human rights 
has emerged. Certain groups often question this concept as being of foreign 
origin or coming from Western philosophy. For that reason, they say that it 
does not suit the social and cultural values of our nation, 


According to the Legal Assistance League, this attitude is an excessive 
reaction. The chairman of the YLBHI said: "As a great and increasingly 
adult nation, what we should get from the debate on human rights is not an 
overreaction but rather a synthesis which will find a proper place in the 
context of our national culture and interests." 


A View of 1986 


Reviewing human rights in Indonesia in 1986, the YLBHI considered that 
progress was made in several areas but that in a number of other areas the 


reverse occurred. 

















He referred to recent developments regarding the application of several basic 
rights, using examples which he considered disturbing. According to the 
YLBHI, there were developments causing concern regarding the right to economic 
resources, the right to the expression of opinion, and the right of habeas 


corpus. 


There were many people who asked for help from the LBH under distressing 
circumstances, as a result of the behavior of elements of the police. There 
were arrests and detentions without the presentation of a warrant. Another 
experience was that when the LBH sought to represent a client, the right to 
communicate with him was often made difficult. 


In another part of his press statement Mulya Lubis expressed his highest 
appreciation to the government for its signature of the United Nations Con- 
vention Against Torture and Other Cruel Acts on 23 October 1985. Mulya said: 
"The signature of this convention will strengthen the habeas corpus concept 
in our criminal procedure law." 


Further on in his statement he called for the formation of a special com- 
mission on human rights in Parliament and the establishment of a Directorate 
of Human Rights in the Office of the Attorney General. Through these two 
initiatives, it is hoped that monitoring and improving the status of human 
rights can be achieved on a broader basis. 


He directed another appeal to the United Nations to increase its human rights 
budget above the present level, which is 0.7 percent of the total United 
Nations budget. 


On this occasion Mulya Lubis announced that the LBH plans to express its 
appreciation to Indonesian citizens regarded as having provided valuable 
service in the defense of human rights. The persons selected in 1985 are 
Y.B. Mangunwijaya and Willy Prasetya, a village chief. The two of them live 
in Yogyakarta. 
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INDONESIA 


LOWERING OF MINIMUM INVESTMENT STANDARD SUGGESTED 
Jakarta SUARA KARYA in Indonesian 3 Dec 86 pp 1, 8 


{[Text] Jakarta, SUARA KARYA--The Capital Investment Coordinating Board (BKPM) 
should really provide "one stop service," under which all permits which relate 
to an investment program can be resolved at the same time. Peng Chuan-liang, 
chairman of the Republic of China Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Jakarta, 
said, in an interview with a SUARA KARYA representative on 1 December: 
“Taiwan's experience in the effort to attract foreign investors in the past 
shows that such facilities are very meaningful for prospective foreign 
investors, who are generally inexperienced with bureaucratic complications 

in a given country." 


He recalled that the BKPM was originally established with the basic idea of 
providing investment services under one roof. However, in fact up to now 
things have turned out differently. A potential foreign investor needs to 
obtain permits from at least 10 government offices in order to invest his 
capital in Indonesia. le said: "This is puzzling, and the system therefore 
needs to be simplified." 


Replying to the statement by Dr Engr Ginandjar Kastasmita, chairman of the 
BKPM and junior minister for promotion of domestic products, regarding the 
great interest of Taiwanese businessmen in investing their capital in 
Indonesia, Peng Chuan-liang admitted that, in fact, many businessmen in his 
country are trying to arrange to invest in sources of raw materiais. In this 
connection Indonesia is considered very attractive for investment in the 
rattan and wood furniture industry, fish and shrimp raising, the textile 
industry, the machinery industry, the manufacture of hand tools, and so 
forth. 


However, to attract more potential investors from Taiwan to Indonesia, there 
are several matters which need to be considered, according to Peng. These 
include the minimum investment limit for foreign investors of $1.0 million, 
which is considered too high. He said: "This can be an obstacle to the 
plans of Taiwan businessmen who would like to invest their capital here 
because that limit in terms of the Taiwan market has been called too high." 


He stated that in Taiwan 90 percent of existing industry is in the small and 
medium sized industrial category, and the initial value of the investment is 








less than $1.0 million. This is the group of industrialists with the greatest 
potential for being attracted to Indonesia. Therefore, if the minimum invest- 
ment limit can be lowered, there will be more potential investors who can be 
attracted to invest in Indonesia. 


A similar view was also expressed some time ago by Hiroshi Oshima, the 
director of the Jakarta office of JETRO (Japan External Trade Organization). 
In an interview with a SUARA KARYA representative in late October 1986 Oshima 
said that the criterion for small and medium sized industry in Japan is that 
it involves investment of not more than $1.0 million. For these investors, 
risking $1.0 million in capital is not easy because they themselves lack 
experience in investing in another country. 


Oshima also declared that petential Japanese investors at present have invest- 
ments in small and medium sized industries. Therefore, if the minimum 
investment limit can be lowered, more potential investors can be expected. 


Regarding the possibility of foreign domination in the small and medium sized 

industrial sector if the minimum investment limit is lowered, Peng Chuan-Liang 
said that Taiwan itself, when it opened itself to foreign investment, also had 
this same fear. However, it turned out that this did not happen, because the 

small and medium sized industrial sector is very extensive. 


Indeed, Indonesian small and medium sized industry will have an opportunity to 
adopt more efficient working methods brought in by foreign investors. Job 
opportunities will also increase because, in general, this sector is very 
labor intensive. 


Furthermore, according to Peng, foreign investors who come into Indonesia 
generally rely on the local market for a short time. Ultimately, the bulk 
of their production will be exported. 


For example, he said that in 1985 the shoe industry in Taiwan earned $2.3 
billion in foreign exchange. The souvenir industry earned more than $1.0 
billion in foreign exchange. He said: "This could happen because in the 
same type of industry there are factories which operate on a large as well 
as a small scale, with the result that orders of any size can be handled." 


Increasing 


According to Peng, another important step in attracting potential investors 
from Taiwan to Indonesia would involve increasing the role of trade offices 


of the two countries. 


He himself is convinced that economic cooperation between the two countries 
will increase in the near future. The Indonesian Government has shown its 
good will in this area by providing free visa facilities to Taiwanese who 


visit Indonesia for a short tim , 


On the other hand, he said, the Taiwan Government itself has recently con- 
tinued to urge its businessmen to invest in Indonesia. The Republic of China 
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Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Jakarta, of which Peng is the director, 
is planning to expand che Taiwan industrial products display at the Jakarta 
Fair [Pekan Raya Jakarta] in the future. 


Peng said: “It will be very good if the Indonesian side also considers the 
possibility of holding an exhibition on industrial potential and on oppor- 
tunities for investment in Indonesia. We will try to help prepare such an 
exhibition as much as we can." 


5170/6091 
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BRIEFS 


INDUSTRIES OPEN TO INVESTORS--The government is providing an opportunity to 
the private sector to invest in a number of industrial sectors, with the 
exception of the fertilizer industry, where the investment must come fron the 
government. Minister of Industry Hartarto made this statement in Jakarta on 
1 December in conversation with reporters after installing in office senior 
officials, high ranking executives, and the board of directors of the State 
Owned Business Enterprises (BUMN), which come under the Department of 
Industry. According to Minister Hartarto, it has not yet been possible to 
turn the fertilizer processing industry over to the private sector. The 
production of fertilizer must be in the hands of the BUMN, because there are 
still government subsidies provided to this industry. Without stating the 
size of the subsidies, the minister of industry said that the fertilizer 
industry is strategic and must be handled very carefully. There is a rather 
large number of people who use fertilizer. Hartarto said: “Therefore, the 
government is paying serious attention to the fertilizer industry, among 
other ways by providing a subsidy." [Text] [Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
2 Dec 86 p 2] 5170/6091 
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PHILIPPINCS 


MITRA DISCUSSES REJECTION OF U.S. FOOD AID 
HK231243 Quezon City BUSINESS DAY in English 23 Dec 86 p 11 


[Text] Agriculture and Food Minister Ramon Mitra yesterday said he will reject 
any donation of agricultural commodities from the United States if the products 
can be produced locally. 


Mitra's statement was a reaction to an announcement made by U.S. Agriculture 
Secretary Richard Lying that the U.S. Government, to help mitigate the effects 
of a reduced sugar import quota, will offer Commodity Credit Corp. (CCC) stocks 
of agricultural products such as grains under the U.S. commodity donation 
program. 


The American government last week announced a reduction of 41 percent in its 
sugar import quota because the 1985 farm bill has encouraged higher sweetener 
production in the United States. 


The Philippine share of the quota, although increased to 15.8 percent from 
13.5 percent due to the addition of the 2.3 percent share of South Africa, 
was reduced to 126,000 metric tons or by 38 percent from 203,000 MT. 


Over the past years, the U.S. Government has been reducing its sugar import 
quota due to increased local production of sweeteners. During the crop year 
1982-1983, the U.S. import quota stood at three million tons; this gradually 
went down to 1.4 million tons as of crop year 1986-1987. 


According to Lying, the Dominican Republic and the Philippines, the two largest 
suppliers of sugar to the U.S., will both lose abut $250 million from the 
quota reduction. 


To compensate for such losses, the American government has been donating agri- 
cultural commodities. 


This year, the U.S. Government programmed to donate $21 miliion worth of food 
commodities to the Philippines to soften the effects of a reduced quota. 


Finance Minister Jaime Ongpin told BUSINESS DAY that the reduction for next 
year's quota will mean a U.S. donation of $32.8 million. 
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However, Mitra said the Philippine government will only accept agricultural 
comnodities not grown locally to avoid competition with local agricultural 
products. 


Specially, the products most likely to be rejected are feedgrains, whether 
yellow corn or feedwheat, despite a clamor from the feedmillers for permission 
to import in view of a projected corn shortage by the first quarter of next 
year. 


According to the National Food Authority [NFA], four feedmillers--San Miguel 
Corp, RFM Corp, General Milling Corp. and Universal Robina Corp.--have request- 
ed a permit to import 20,000 MT each of feedwieat to avoid any dislocations 

in their production schedules. 


Mitra, who announced earlisr that he might allow the importation, has changed 
his mind and instead asked the feedmiller to sign a supply contract with the 
government. 


He said the private sector wants the government to stockpile at the NFA "about 
50,000 MT of yellow corn to guarantee supply because they (feedmillers) say 
we are running low on stocks.” 


But Mitra said that the government is in no position to do this since "it 
will involve a lot of money" in terms of procurement and warehousing cos:<s. 


It is estimated that the government will have to shell out about P200 million 
to accumulate the needed volume. 


/7358 
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PHILIPPINES 


U.S. TROOP CARRIERS SEEN AS ‘BIG BOOST’ 


HK210602 Baguio City Mountain Province Broadcasting Company in English 0400 
GMT 21 Dec 86 


[Text] The United States will supply the Philippines next year with 700 troop 
carriers, 100 6 by 6 trucks, and a squadron of helicopters, to beef up mili- 
tary combat mobility. Brigadier General (Oscar dela Mer), armed forces deputy 
chief of staff for logistics, said the military hardware will be acquired 
through the foreign military sales credit, or FMS, earmarked for the armed 
forces for 1987. 


Under the FMS, the Philippines is privileged to buy military hardware from 
the United States as provided for under the RP [Republic of the Philippines]- 
U.S. military bases agreement. 


(Dela Mer) saidthe 700 troops carriers will be a big boost to the military's 
transport mobility. According to the plan, each company will have one or 
two troop carriers. The 100 6 by 6 vehicles will be distributed to rifle 
companies deployed in far-flung areas. 
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PHILIPPINES 


U.S. BASES HIT FOR NOT BUYING LOCAL PRODUCTS 
HK221521 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in English 20 Dec 86 p 6 
[Article by staff member Abe Cerojano]j 


[Text] Defense Deputy Minister Wilson Gamboa has deplored that an important 
provision in the 1983 RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. bases agreement 
has not been fully observed by American bases officials. 


Gamboa, speaking before a panel of U.S. Government representatives in Camp 
Aquinaldo, noted an apparent neglect on the part of the Americans in buying 
Philippine made materials for their bases’ needs. 


The defense deputy chief said this should be corrected as the Philippine 
government has been keeping good relationship with the U.S. by adhering to 
all the provisions of the bases pact. 


One instance Gamboa noted that manifested American lack of concern to buy 
Filipino goods was when bases officials decided last year to use construction 
materials from other sources other than the Philippines for the building of 
some 300 housing facilities in Subic and Clark. 


Gamboa viewed this as inconsistent to the bases pact and could touch off a 
negative attitude on the Filipino people. 


During the meeting, the American panel led by Deputy Undersecretary Seth Crop- 
sey of the U.S. Navy was presented with a list of Philippine made goods which 
can be useful to the U.S. Naval facilities. 


Philippine Ambassador to the U.S. Emmanuel Pelaez who was also at the meeting 
also asked the Americans to [words indistinct] to that provision, adding: 


"The Philippines is under much pressure and our problems are compounded by 
Americans buying even their vegetables and oil still from other countries 
when they could very well buy from here." 


/7358 
CSO: 4200/258 
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PHILIPPINES 


NDF SAYS JAPANESE FIRMS OUT TO SABOTAGE PEACE TALKS 
0W221319 Tokyo KYODO in English 1307 GMT 22 Dec 86 


[Text] Manila, 22 Dec KYODO--Some Japanese “big multinationals” are out to 
sabotage ongoing peace talks between the leftist National Democratic Front 
(NDF) and the Philippine Government, the international spokesman of the 
underground alliance claimed Monday. 


"The peace talks will go into the basic problems faced by the Filipino people, 
including national industrialization, limiting the privileges of foreign 
nationals, and even, the question of U.S. bases,” NDF international repre- 
sentative Luis Jalandon’ told reporters. 


"We believe that some Japanese circles would be against the basic NDF agenda 
and feel it's worth warning against the possibility.” 


Preliminary talks aimed at peacefully settling Asia's last major communist- 
led insurgency began in August. A ceasefire accord was hammered out and 
signed on 27 November and took effect 10 December. 


The 50-year old Jalandoni, a former Roman Catholic priest, returned to Manila 
last Tuesday after spending nine years in exile, mostly in Europe. He was 
jailed in 1973 by the government of Ferdinand Marcos because of his political 
activities. 


Asked by KYODO news service to which Japanese circles he was referring, 
Jalandoni said “especially those who are most identified with the big multi- 
nationals, the ones who also have a tendency to advocate a growing militarism 
in Japan." 


"Marubeni would be one of those. It has quite a big stake here in the Philip- 
pines,” he answered when asked about the Japanese company, whose business 
links with the deposed regime are well known. 


The NDF representative reserved stronger criticism for U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan and “the monopoly capital behind him," which is "doing all it can to 
sabotage the peace process." 
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"This is no speculative conjecture," Jalandoni said. He charged the Reagan 
administration with “brazenly disregarding world opinicn and international 
law" by “destroying peace and waging counter-revolutionary warfare” in 
Nicaragua. 


In a press statement which Jalandoni read, the NDF condemned stepped-up U.S. 
military aid to the Philippine’s and denounced joint war maneuvers by the 
two countries. 


It also attacked the “deployment of U.S. special operations forces similar 
to those which invaded Grenada ... and the veritable stream of ClA-related 
operatives into the country in the recent months.” 


"The U.S. has all the resources and certainly the motives, to sabotage the 
peace process. We sound this warning and call on the people to be vigilant 
to the maneuvers of those ... opposed to a negotiated political settlement." 


Both government and rebel negotiators have said that the “substantive phase” 
of the talks will begin on 6 January next year after a “common agenda” for 
the talks is reached. 


The two panels will meet Tuesday afternoon to discuss and finalize the agenda. 
But observers say that agreement iv unlikely and expect the talks to bog down 
on the issue of whether to use the 1986 constitution as the framework for 

the talks. 


/7358 
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PHILIPPINES 


RAMOS TELLS TROOPS TO SUPPORT AQUINO, CHARTER 
HK171453 Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY INQUIRER in English 17 Dec 86 p 9 


[Text] Cebu--Armed forces chief Gen. Fidel Remos told troops here Monday 
to fully support President Aquino and indicated his approval of a draft con- 
stitution on which she is staking her rule. 


But the General, whose backing of Ms. Aquino clinched her power struggle last 
month with former defense minister Juan Ponce Enrile, was guarded about the 
prospects of a truce initiated by the President with leftist rebels. 


He told military, police and civilian officials at the regional armed forces 
headquarters that Filipinos “must look at the military all the time as being 
in support of the civil side of government. [It is not the other way around." 


Cebs was reported to be a bastion of military and rightwing political support 
for Enrile, who was replaced by Rafael Lleto, a retired general close to Ramos. 


In another speech later at an air base hangar, he likened the 10-month-old 
Aquino government to a defective aircraft that could still fly, with the help 
of all Filipinos. 


"As passengers, if we see a hole, let us try to patch it up--let us not try 
to put additional holes," the 58-year-old general said. 


He repeatedly described the Aquino government as a great improvement over 
the 20-year regime of his distant cousin Ferdinand Marcos. 


He and Enrile had led the February revolt that swept opposition leader Ms. 
Aquino to power, but broke up after Enrile became an Aquino rival. 


Citing Christmas cash bonuses and other benefits for officers and troops 
ordered by Ms. Aquino after the Enrile Affair, Gen. Ramos called on the mili- 
tary to return the President's “support...service." 


He said that under Ms. Aquino, the military had regained some of its credibil- 
ity after being "used" by Mr Marcos, and must enhance it further. 
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Gen. Ramos has vowed to restore the military's political neutrality, which 
ended when Marcos launched nearly nine years after the Enrile-Ramos mutiny. 
[as published] 


On a controversial new draft constitution guaranteeing Ms. Aquino's stay in 
office until 1992, he said in a talk with generals and colonels that the char- 
ter “reinforces” the shielding of the military from partisan politics. 


"It is there, so will you please remember that," he said, adding that he hoped 
soldiers would live up to their role as deputies of the watchdog Commission 
on Elections (Comelec) during the Feb. 2 vote on the charter. 


But while reiterating the need for all-out military support for Ms. Aquino, 
Cen. Ramos again expressed guarded hopes for the success of the 60-day cease- 
fire she initiated in the hope of reaching a political settlement. 


He said that some 100 guerillas of the communist New People's Army had attack- 
ed an army outpost on Panay Province near Cebu early Monday. 


He said it “appears to be a probable serious violation" of the truce. 


Repeating his earlier stand, Gen. Ramos said the military will support the 
ceasefire as long as it does not compromise the people's safety and the sta- 
bility of the country, and preserves political freedoms. 


Three hours into his planned overnight visit to the islands of Cebu, Leyte 
and Samar, he flew back to Manila after Ms. Aquino summoned him to attenu 
an emergency cabinet meeting on the death of a sister of Marcos. 


/7358 
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ILETO ADDRESSES STAFF COLLEGE ON PEACE EFFORTS 


HK191235 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 1000 GMT 19 Dec 86 





[Text] It was reported today that Defense Minister Rafzel Ileto emphatically 
stated that the military and defense establishments would continue to abide 
by President Aquino's peace efforts. 





[Begin recording in English] Addressing the class of '87 of the Command and 
General Staff College [CGSC] at Fort Bonifacio's graduation day, Minister 
Ileto emphasized the need to give the cease-fire a chance to succeed in spite 
of the reported violations by the other side. However, he advised the 69 
graduates of the class while the Armed Forces will stick to the cease-fire 
agreement, this would not mean endangering the position of the men in the 
field. He told the graduates that they could contribute greatly to the 
cause without endangering their command nor their mission by adhering to the 
guidelines and the contract of the cease-fire. 


The defense chief reemphasized the role of the military as part of the 
government task of serving the people in both wars and peace. Ileto noted 
that the Philippine Government as far back as the 1935 Constitution has 
always renounced war as an instrument of national policy, and 1986 draft of 
the proposed charter also upheld this very same principle, together with the 
policy of peace, equality, justice, freedom, cooperation, and unity with all 
nations. 


Brigadier General Roland Patuggalan, school commandant, introduced the 
minister, who also reviewed [words indistinct] and visited the operations 
section of the old Army Command and General Staff School, forerunner of the 
CGSC, also a turning point of the military career of the minister. 


This year's top graduate is Army Lieutenant Colonel Jaime de los Santos. This 
class established a record by graduating all of its 69 students. It also set 
the record of having 15 graduates awarded for academic excellence. 


This is Peachie Urquiola from the defense ministry reporting. [end recording] 
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PHILIPPINES 


GOVERNMENT, CPLA MEET, FORM CORDILLERA GOVERNING BODY 
Regional Development Council Formed 
HK160201 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 15 Dec 86 


{[Texc] In Baguio City, the government and the Cordillera People's 
Liberation Army [CPLA] yesterday [15 December] agreed to form the 
Cordillera Regional Development Council [CRDC] as the governing body, 
pending the creation of the Cordillera autonomous region. The government 
came out of the first round of formal negotiations today between the 
government and the Cordillera negotiating panel. The creation of the 
CRDC paves the way for the setting up of a Cordillera administrative region, 
one of the more immediate demands of the Cordillera panel. The panel is 
composed of representatives from the CPLA headed by rebel priest Conrado 
Balweg, the Cordillera Bodong administration, the Cordillera Broad 
Coalition, an umbrella organization of various nongovernment groups in 
the Cordillera provinces, and representatives of local government units 
in the area. 





Meanwhile, Balweg proposed that the CPLA be recognized as the peace-keeping 
force in the Cordilleras, which Butz Aquino and General Magno said will 
have to be studied in consideration of the present policies and programs 

of the New Armed Forces of the Philippines. 


Governor Claver on NPA Representation 


HK160441 Baguio City Mountain Province Broadcasting Company in English 0330 
GMT 16 Dec 86 


[Text] In Baguio City, Governor Claver of Kalinga-Apayao yesterday said 
that some of the groups within the Cordillera Broad Coalition are bogus. 
Claver also expressed surprise st the non-representation of the NPA and 
other groups in the peace talks held yesterday at the Mansion House 
[Presidential Palace]. 


On the other hand, FEBC [Far East Broadcasting Company] news learned that 
Father Conrado Balweg of the CPLA [Cordillera People's Liberation Army] 
claimed that he had been inviting the NPA and other groupings to attend the 
peace. The absence of the NPA and other groups, Governor Claver said, means 
that without their participation, the attainment of peace is not possible. 
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PHILIPPINES 


AQUINO SCRAPS STATE, PRIVATE FIRM TAX EXEMPTIONS 
HK230623 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in English 21 Dec 86 pp 1, 2 
[Article by Staff member Malou Mangahas] 


[Text] President Aquino scrapped yesterday the tax and duty exemptions grant- 
ed by the Marcos regime to certain state and private corporations. However, 
she also allowed the Fiscal Incentives Review Board (FIRB) to recommend 
Government subsidy and grant for “deserving companies," according to prescribed 
criteria. 


In Executive Order [EO] 93 which took effect Dec. 17, Mrs Aquino said the 
waiver of taxes for these firms accorded by deposed President Marcos has meant 
the loss of revenues needed for economic recovery plans. 


The EO applies to Government entities and private firms favored by the past 
regime. The tax privileges had been withdrawn earlier by Presidential Decrees 
1931 and 1955 dated June 11, 1984 and Oct. 14, 1984, respectively. But 
through FIRB recommendation and Marcos' action, preferential tax-treatment 

for these firms were later restored. 


Mrs Aquino said this resulted in “serious tax-base evasion and considerable 
distortion in the tax statements of similarly situated entities." The tax- 
waiver had allowed the firms “convenient opportunity" to evade tax payment, 
particularly in the case of interrelated entities. 


Private firms, according to Mrs Aquino, can remain competitive by raising 
their productive capacity and efficiency, instead of relying on fiscal incen- 
tives which create distortions in the market system. 


Open subsidy and budgetary support for qualified firms would be "more effec- 
tive assistance," she said. 


Still, the President did not completely rule out tax exemption. Companies 
covered by the "Non-Impairment Clause" of the draft Constitution, interna- 
tional agreements honored by the Government, and those registered with the 
board of Investments, Export Processing Zone Authority, and Philippine 
Veterans Investment Development Corp. Industrial Authority will continue to 
enjoy tax-waivers. 
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Also to remain in force are tax exemptions set for the copper-mining industry 
by Letter of Instructions 1416 and hy the Tariff and Customs Code, National 
Internal Revenue Code, Local Tax Code, and Real Property Tax Code. 


The President authorized the FIRB to revise the scope and coverage of its 

tax and duty exemptions and to recommend a subsidy program for deserving firms 
in place of or in combination with the restoration of tax exemptions of 
preferential tax statements. 


The FIRB will have to indicate the sources of funds, the firms to be subsidized, 
and the terms of the Government grant, Mrs Aquino directed. She also said 

the FIRB should avoid provoking “countervailing action by the Philippines’ 
trading partners" in requesting subsidy for select firms. 


Such subsidy program, Mrs Aquino said, should also take into account the 
effects of the privilege on relative price levels, contributions to tax 
revenues of beneficiary-firms, nature of the firms’ business, and the demands 
of national interest. 
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PHILIPPINES 


SURVEY SHOWS SUPPORT FOR SWEEPING LAND REFORM 
HK221421 Quezon City BUSINESS DAY in English 22 Dec 86 p 12 
[Article by reporter Ramon R. Isberto] 


[Text] Filipinos generally favor a more sweeping land reform program that 
would go beyond rice and corn lands. More significantly, about two-thirds 
of those polled in a recent Ateneo-Social Weather Station survey said they 
were willing to pay taxes to finance such an expanded program. 


Public opinion was markedly more conservative in the field of foreign rela- 
tions. About 60 percent of the 1,200 people survey nation-wide said they 
agreed with the statement that the U.S. military bases should be "kept" or 
"tolerated" in the Philippines. 


Done last October, the survey is the second of a series of quarterly polls 
being done by the Ateneo-Social Weather Station project. 


The queries on land reform were in the section concerning “Land Reform and 
Foreign Participation in the Use of Natural Resources." The responses indi- 
cated widespread support for a more aggressive land reform program. 


Asked what they considered the “preferred amount of com»ensatioa for the ex- 
land owner," 11 percent said "zero payment” while 48 percent said land-owners 
should be compensated at "below market value." Another 40 percent batted 

for compensation "equal to market value." 


On the question as to how much the farmer benefiting from land reform should 
pay, 10 percent said he should not pay anything, while 51 percent responded 
that the beneficiary "should pay something, but below market value." Another 
38 percent said the farmers should at [as published] market rates. 


The survey results on th» matter of compensation for land-owners are interest- 
ing in the light of the vigorous debates over the issue by the Constitutional 
Commission. The outcome was a provision (Section 4, Article XIII) that con- 
tinues to bea point of contention. 


The draft Charter provides that the "just distribution of ali agricultural 
lands" shall be subject to, among others, "the payment of just compensation." 
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Farmers’ groups such as the Federation of Free Farmers (FFF) and the Kilusang 
Mambukukid ng Pilipinas [Peasants' Mevement] (KMP) have criticized such a 
provision, arguing this would make any just distribution of land impossible. 


On this score, public opinion seems to be on the side of the farmers’ groups, 
with about 60 percent saying that farmers should either pay nothing or less 
than market value for the land. 


The survey also found that an even bigger nationwide majority--67 percent-- 
would support the program through taxes. A clear majority--62 percent--also 
agreed with the statement that big tracts of public land, like pasture lands, 
that are leased by government to only a few should also be covered by land 
reform. 


A similar majority of 61 percent also approved of the statement that all other 
kinds of natural resources, like big fishpens in lakes that are leased by 
government to only a few, should be included in land reform. 


Over two-thirds (67 percent) said all other kinds of agricultural products, 
and not only rice and corn, shouldalso be included in land reform. Similarly 
65 percent said land reform should also cover big haciendas or private lands 
that are owner-managed and use hired labor (and not only those which use share 
or lease tenants) as farm workers. 


Opinion was divided over the question as to how much participation should 
be granted foreigners in corporations engaged in the exploitation of natural 
resources. 


A plurality--38 percent--said the present 40 percent participation limit 
should be retained. On the other hand, a large minority--27 percent--said 
exploitation of natural resources should be limited to 100 percent Filipino 
forms, while another 19 percent said the 40 percent limit should be reduced. 
On the other hand, only 9 percent said the 40 percent limit should be raised. 


Of the 66 percent of the respondents who said they were aware of the U.S. 
military bases in the country, 60 percent agreed that the bases should stay 
which 18 percent disagreed and 20 percent were undecided. [figures as 
published] 


Asked to choose among various statements that would best describe their 
opinion on the bases, 48 percent said the bases should stay regardless of 
rental or aid arrangements “because they are valuable to the defense of the 
Philippines.” Another 29 percent said that the bases should stay “if rental/- 
aid is sufficient." 


But 12 percent said the bases should go regardless of rental or aid “because 
they may cause the Philippines to be involved and devastated in a nuclear 
war" while another 6 percent said they should be removed because “their 
presence is against Philippine independence." 


The survey results taken together may help explain why the negotiating panel 
of the National Democratic Front has been giving greater prominence to their 
demand for agrarian reform and soft-pedalling their.demand for the removal 


of the U.S. bases. 
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PHILIPPINES 


GOVERNMENT READY FOR ‘ARMED SHOWDOWN’ WITH NEGKOS LANDLORDS 
HK171445 Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 17 Dec 86 p 7 
[Article by Benjie Guevarra] 


[Text] The government is preparing for a possible armed showdown with what 
Agrarian Reform Minister Heherzon Alvarez has described as "conservative" 
landlords on Negros island whom he expects to strongly resist the redistribu- 
tion of their sugarlands in the poverty-stricken Negros provinces. 


Alvarez, whom President Aquino appointed Sunday to head a task force to study 
a proposed land reform program in Negros Occidental and Negros del Norte, 
said the committee may be compelled to seek military help when the project 
is carried out. 


“How do we react if the likes of (ex-Negros del Norte Gov. Armando) Gustilo 
behaves like a warlord in resisting this pleaned land redistribution and crop 
diversification program?" Alvarez asked. 


He cited the “stiff resistance" by a majority of Negrense sugar planters to 
the plan. 


The committee may resort to a military solution "‘f they (sugar planters) 
stand in the way of reform," Alvarez said. 


Under a 60-30-10 land reform proposal of Acting Negros Occidental Gov. Daniel 
Lacson, the cash-strapped planters will retain 60 percent of their lands and 
the remaining 30 and 10 percent will go, respectively, to the government and 
the workers. 


Saying that the poor state of the Negros economy “requires immediate rehabili- 
tation and diversification,” President Aquino issued Memorandum No. 56 direct- 
ing a six-man task force to study the Lacson proposal. 


The other task force members are Agriculture Minister Ramon Mitra Jr., Eco- 
nomic Planning Minister Solita Monsod, Lacson and representatives of the 
Presidential Management Staff, Negros Council Forum on the Philippine National 
Bank, which had foreclosed 10,000 hectares of sugarlands on the island. 
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Alvarez said only one-fourth of the island's sugar planters are "progressives" 
who are amenable to the 60-30-10 proposal. 


The rest are right-leaning “conservatives” who consider the sugar estates 
their “body and soul,” Alvarez said. 


Gustilo, who was implicated in the Escalante massacre in which more than 20 
farmer-protesters were killed by civilian militiamen in September last year, 
was earlier reported to be encouraging landlords to build private armies amid 
the growing labor unrest in the island's haciendas. 


Brig. Gen. Domingo Rio, Regional Unified Command chief for Western Visayas, 
earlier confirmed this report saying it was “high time that civilians helped 
the military in fighting the communist insurgency.” 


Under Lacson's proposal, the 30 percent of sugarlands which will go to the 
government will be devoted to the production of alternative crops. 


Mitra, a member of Alvarez's task force, said the government administered 
lots will be planted to short term but highly-profitable crops like cacao, 
ramie, castor beans, soybeans and yellow corn. 


He said the worker-beneficiaries will be assisted by the agriculture ministry 
in farming technology. 
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PHILIPPINES 


POLL REGISTRATION TENSION REPORTED IN LANAO, TAWITAWI 
HK121227 Quezon City BUSINESS DAY in English 12 Dec 86 p 16 


[Text] Tension is again gripping the provinces of Lanao and Tawi-Tawi, accor- 
ding to preliminary reports reaching the office of the Commission on Elections 
[Comelec] yesterday. 


Members of the board of election inspectors for barangay Ginitan Bayog, Tagoloan 
were killed during an ambush while they were on their way to deliver their 
registration reports to the poblacion in Tagaloan, reports said. 


Filed by lawyer Aliodin Dalaig of the Comelec special action team (SAT) 
assigned in Lanao, it did not identify the victims and the perpetrators of 
the ambuscade. 


In his report, Dalaig said Civilian Home Defense Forces (CHDF) and Integrated 
National Police (INP) troops were creating tension in Malabang, Lanao del 
Sur, by parading in the streets fully armed. 


They are allegedly being used by former Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBI.) Mayor 
Macud Santingan, son-in-law of Macacuna Dimaporo, a former speaker protempore, 
to “scare the townspeople from registering,” the report added. 
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PHILIPPINES 


SINGLE, BIPARTISAN SLATE IN 11 MAY POLLS OPPOSED 
HK171333 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER in English 17 Dec 86 pp 1, 6 
[Article by Marlen Ronquillo] 


[Text] The Lakas ng bansa [Lakas--People's Power], the political movement 
supporting President Aquino, formally rejected yesterday a proposal from the 
opposition for a single, bipartisan slate in the senatorial elections on 

ll May. 


Former Rizal MP Emigdio Tanjuatco, Lakas secretary general, said all the par- 
ties in the ruling political coalition are against the proposal which he 
termed as “anti-democratic.” 


The Lakas came out with its formal stand after discussing the proposal which 
the opposition said could be done under the political reconciliation program 
of the Aquino gove<nment. 


"Lakas feels that a single, bipartisan ticket proposed will kill the democratic 
processes which the ruling coalition hopes to revive in the coming local and 
legislative polls,” Tanjuatco said. 


He also said the single ticket which the proponents said could be dominated 
by nominees from the ruling political coalition is against the multi-party 
system envisioned in the draft charter. 


The proposal was made by ousted Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile. 

Political analysts are split on the issue. 

Partido Nacionalists ng Pilipinas [PNP--Philippine Nationalist Party] chairman 
Blas Ople rejected the proposal, saying that the coming political exercises 
should now deal with issues and platform. 

Francisco Tatad, former assemblyman and newspaper columnist, said the proposed 


bipartisan slate many prosper if the traditional political groups are serious- 
ly threatened by left-wing organizations. 
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While a KBL bloc led by former Deputy Prime Minister Jose Rono is for a single 
bipartisan slate, former Political Affairs Minister Leonardo Perez is against 
it. 


Perez said the single bipartisan slate would merely return “political 
oligarcky." 


Meanwhile, Deputy Local Government Minister Douglas Cagas and several top 
government officials are set to resign their national positions this month 
to assume local posts in the provinces, apparently as part of the ruling 
coalition's preparations for the local polls. 


Cagas told the INQUIRER yesterday he will take over as acting governor of 
Davao del Sur on Dec. 29 "to return to my roots and prop up the political 
leadership of the ruling coalitior there." 


He did not name the other officials. 


Cagas’' decision was preceded by Reorganization Minister Luis Villafuerte's 
announced plan to resign from the Cabinet this month and devote his full time 
to Camarines Sur where he has been acting governc.. 


Villafuerte also wants to further strengthen the ruling political coalition's 
political forces in the Bicol region which according to observers is strong 
enough to crush the opposition in either the gubernatcrial or congressional 
elections. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL ON SUCCESS OF POLL OPERATIONS 
HK171501 Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY INQUIRER in English 17 Dec 86 p 4 
{"Editorial” column: “Streamlining Poll Operations") 


[Text] No doubt, the general re-registration of voters was a resounding suc- 
cess, a concrete manifestation by Filipinos that they prefer the ballot to 
the bullet. 


Commission o1 Elections [Comelec] officials deserve credit for having proven 
they can cope with the challenging task of assuring the free exercise by every 
Filipino elector of his sacred right to decide on national issues and to 
choose national and local political leaders. 


The poll officials, however, should not rest on their laurels. The two-week 
registration unearthed problems that must be addressed before they lead to 
more serious complications during the forthcoming plebiscite and future elec- 
toral exercises. 


A glaring example of this was the absence of inquest fiscal and judge in 
Makati Saturday who could have acted immediately on the complaint against 
two “illegal” registrants. 


True, Comelec Chairman Ramon Felipe had notified Justice Minister Neptali 
Gonzales to direct provincial and city fiscals and their assistant to be on 
24-hour duty during the last two days of registration. But, apparently, there 
was not enough time allowed for the order to reach the concerned officials. 


Similarly, despite attribution by Comelec officials to the manana [procrasti- 
nation} habit of the slow pace during the first weekend of the registration, 
there were areas where last-minute registrants caused some precincts to run 
out of forms. Poll officials said they had instructed election board person- 
nel to borrow from those with excess forms. But there were many instances 
of registrants turned [word indistinct] lack of forms or precincts closed 
down while people were still lined up to register. 


Then, there was no speedy followup on the murder of a Muslim barangay official 


in Tagig and two others, purportedly the offshoot of their petition for trans- 
fer of some precincts to safer places. Yet, Tagig is just a subvrb of Manila. 
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The past two weekend exercises must have cued Comelec officials on the need 

to improve communication with field units and the precinct personnel. The 
Metro Manila experience should alert them to worse problems in the country 
sides, especially in outlaying areas of the country where most of the shenani- 
gans were implemented in past electoral exercises. 


Then, there is also the need to appreciate the bureaucratic constraints that 
tend to delay transmission of Comelec directives to field personnel of other 
government agencies. That those arrested in Metro Manila had to be brought 
to the Comelec main office for investigation showed a breakdown in communica- 
tion and systems implementation. 


Comelec officials thould undertake an intensive assessment and rev‘ew of the 
electoral exercise just ended so that solutions may be drawn up and instituted 
before the February plebiscite. 
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PHILIPPINES 


RAMOS URGES STEPPING UP PROPAGANDA WAR 
HK220407 Hong Kong AFP in English 0313 GMT 22 Dec 86 


[Text] Manila, 22 Dec (AFP)--Philippine Armed Forces chief General Fidel 
Ramos Monday urged the government to match the propaganda war launched by 
communist rebels since a 60-day ceasefire was signed on 27 November. 


He told a weekly press forum, in what could appear as an implied criticism 
of President Corazon Aquino, that “perhaps the government agencies, starting 
at the very top, should be better-geared and better-coordinated for the pur- 
pose of informing the public." 


He dismissed widespread reports that the military was losing the propaganda 
war against the communists, making it clear that propaganda was not the Army's 
“main task" but the government's responsibility. 


Gen. Ramos, appearing relaxed and good-humoured, played down the importance 
of 25 rebel-initiated incidents reported by the military since the truce began 
10 December, saying these were only “possible violations." 


"We don't make judgments, we wait for the judgment of the National Ceasefire 
Committee,” he added, referring to a five-member truce monitoring body. 


He avoided blaming national leaders of the rebellion for the incidents, saying 
they could be due to "a lack of control or to the non-cooperation of the New 
People's Army field commanders or to divisions on basic policies, and possibly 
a combination of the three.” 


Gen Ramos stressed that the unresolved "firearms issue"--the carrying of arms 
by the insurgents in populated areas--"could be one of the mot difficult 
obstacles to a lasting ceasefire agreement." 


He reaffirmed the government position that "the existence of two armed forces 
is unacceptable" and urged the National Ceasefire committee to clear that 
"very important matter" as quickly as possible. 


"I feel it is one area that must be seriously addressed, the sooner, the 
better,” Gen. Ramos added. 


Pointing out the case of two South Korean engineers who were released Friday 
nearly two months after their abduction by the rebels, the Army chief of staff 
stated that “our frieuds overseas should not become victims" of any propaganda 
war involving Filipinos. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL SUPPORTS GOVERNMENT AGAINST MARCOS RETURN 
HK171503 Manila THE MANILA TIMES in English 17 Dec 86 p 4 
["“Editorial” column: “The Shoe is on the Other Foot"] 


[Text] During the dark days of the Marcos regime, many Filipino exiles could- 
n't come home. The embassies abroad had instructions not to grant them pass- 
ports. Foremost among them was Benigno Aquino, Jr., who was allowed to go 

to the United States for a heart bypass. Aquino wanted to go back to his 
country. But the Marcos government wouldn't allow him. Nevertheless, he 

came home and made history. 


Now, it is Marcos who is in exile. The Aquino government has been exceedingly 
kind to his ailing mother. It has even paid for her hospital bills. It has 
also granted her permission to visit her son in Hawaii. But the administra- 
tion has wisely decided to stick to its standing policy of not granting Marcos 
permission to return. Marcos has steadfastly insisted that he is the de jure 
president of the Philippines. If this is so, what is he doing in Hawaii? 

The deposed president has not even requested permission to go home. But 
Malacanang has reiterated its standing policy against allowing the deposed 
dictator back into the country. It will be against national interest, accord- 
ing to Malacanang. We couldn't agree more. 


/7358 
CSO: 4200/258 


35 














PHILIPPINES 


ENRILE URGES PROBE OF ‘ALIEN SPIES' REPORTS 
HK220253 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 21 Dec 86 


[Text] Former defense minister Juan Ponce Enrile yesterday [21 December] 
urged President Aquino to investigate a report that alien spies have entered 
the country and are trying to establish contact with local communists. 

Enrile asked for the probe in an interview with radio station DZEC. He said 
if the reports are true, it is a very serious matter which the president 
should immediately look into and take appropriate action. He called for the 
convening of the National Security Council to study the situation. According 
to the ousted defense chief, the National Intelligence Coordinating Agency, 
General Rafael Ileto, General Fidel Ramos, and all the intelligence agencies 
of the military should be mobilized against the reported alien spies. 


In the same interview, Enrile, who was ousted for his staunch anticommunist 
hardline position, warned ancw that the cease-fire will not succeed. He said 
the truce will only help the communists beef up their forces and get more 
arms. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL QUER?®S MEDIA AGENCY CONSOLIDATION 
HK221548 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in English 20 Dec 86 p 9 
{Editorial: "Government Consolidates Info Bodies") 


[Text] Wishing to set its information network in order, Malacanang the other 
day come up with Executive Order [EO] 92 which placed under the Office of 

the Press Secretary [OPS] all public information agencies and government- 
owned media facilities. 


So under OPS chief Teodoro Benigno today are the government information arms, 
People's Television 4, Radyo ng Bayan, Bureau of National and Foreign Infor- 
mation, including the PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY, Presidential Press Staff, and 
Radio Television Malacanang. Under him too are 27 radio stations owned by 
the government. 


Quite a formidable pool, we must say. So formidable, in fact, that the gigan- 
tic propaganda machine that it was during the Marcos regime was able to pull 
the wool over theeyes of the people while the most deplorable human rights 
violations were being committed and billions of pesos were being pocketed. 


The present government, of course, is ready to swear on the Bible that this 
broad information network will not be utilized as a propaganda instrument 
to prop up a sagging bureaucracy or to cover up the bunglings of its prime 
movers. At least not to the extent that the deposed dictator prostituted 
both public and private media and erased press freedom from the Filipino's 
vocabulary. 


What it merely wants to do, we are made to believe, is "to systematize and 
synchronize the agencies that are now going in several directions." When 
even the heads and functionaries of these agencies are still in the dark as 
to what they are supposed to do and how they should do it, then the govern- 
ment should logically do this. 


The government could of course dissolve the superfluous info agencies, stream- 
line those that will remain, and start saving public money. But it apparently 
has opted for retention and consolidation. So be it. Never mind if this 

is a complete turnabout from the initial government position championed by 
former information bright boy Teodoro Locsin Jr. to readily dismantle the 

huge propaganda machine. Anybody can change his mind. 
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What led to the issuance of E092, it seems, was the thinking of the Cabinet 
and other Palace advisers that the government was losing the propaganda war 
being waged against it by Marcos loyalists, the National Democratic Front, 

and other enemies and adversaries of President Aquino. This alone is disturb- 
ing. 


It is definitely far from reassuring when the highest public officials see 
ghosts in every corner, viewing unflattering news reports or criticisms as 
hostile arrows let loose by foes in media, or enemies using media. 


It is patently disturbing when Palace officials and ministers place the blame 
on media for their inability to get their act together and effectively respond 
to reasonable public expectations and legitimate inquiries. To believe that 
the press has struck a romance with the enemies of the state is to heighten 
this myopiah. 


The government has all the right to look after its own interests, and if con- 
solidating information agencies and facilities would advance these, then well 
and good. The press, we are sure, would only be too willing to lend a hand. 


But the premises of cooperation should be clear. Warped perceptions of the 
media and deep-seated biases towards the press and its practitioners won't 
help solve the headaches which the officials themselves create by their high- 
handedness and detachment from realities. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST LAMENTS GOVERNMENT USE OF MEDIA 
HK231307 Quezon City BUSINESS DAY in English 23 Dec 86 p 4 
{"My Cup of Tea" column by Ninez Cacho-Olivares: “The Usual") 


[Text] Less than a year ago, then presidential candidate Corazon Aquino told 
all and sundry that, if elected, she would abolish the Office of Media Affairs. 
Media members were overcome with joy. The misused and abused propaganda 
machine, which was propped up by taxpayers’ money, would soon be a thing of 

the past. 





Almost everyone concerned believed that campaign promise. There was no reason 
not to believe in it. The government media and information office were used 
to disinform and misinform the public and the people were fed up with all 

the lies dished out by the Office of Media Affairs and Mrs Aquino was per- 
ceived as a very sincere individual who would keep her promises. 


But one of the first few things Mrs Aquino did, shortly after her ascent to 
power was to appoint a minister of information, in the person of Teddy Boy 
Locsin. As many perhaps recall, Mr Locsin proved to be very unpopular with 
the press and a new press secretary, Teodoro Benigno, was named. 


Depending on how one looked at it, Mr Locsin was moved up or moved down to 
the position of presidential counsel, while Mr Benigno took on his duties 
as press secretary. 


While all these were going on, the information office was in one heck of a 
shambles. Except for a few, no one really knew which minister--the counsel 
or the press secretary~-had the presidential ear. But what was perhaps more 
confusing was that nobody knew who really called the shots. 


Malacanang finally came up with an executive order which spelled out which 
offices the press secretary could call his own and which agencies the presi- 
dential counsel would have. OPS [office of the Press Secretary] chief 
Benigno has PTV-4, Radio ng Bayan, some 27 government-owned radio stations, 
BNFI, PNA, Presidential Press Staff and the Radio-TV Malacanang. It is not 
too clear what offices the presidential counsel has, although Mr %rigno, 

as minister, let out the information that the presidential counw: : .d be 
in charge of disseminating developmental type informatior such as how to 
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plant vegetables and -he like. Mr Benigno was said to have revealed that 
his budget was PiO million while that of the developmental information 
minister was P9 million. 


I chanced upon Mr Locsin and asked him why there was only a million pesos 
difference between the OPS and the ODIC (Office of Developmental Information 
Counsel) and why the ODIC had to have such a huge budget. He informed me 

that the information minister should have better sources of information and 
that had he bothered to check, he would have known that with all the different 
budgets lumped together, the press secretary would have way over P10 million 
as budget. 


Obviously, the two information officers are not buddy-buddies. It is also 
apparent that they do not like each other. But I am almost certain that the 
presidential counsel will have more to do than dish out how-to-plant rice, 

corn and vegetable-information. However, that was the information the OPS 
chief gave the public. But if the public becomes confused, who gets the blame? 


What has really been forgotten amid all this is that campaign promise made 

by Mrs Aquino. The Office of Media Affairs has not been abolished. It has 
only been given a new name. The government continues to have control of a 

television channel, numerous radio stations and a print news agency. What 

change has there been then? 


The Aquino government will perhaps justify this by saying that this information 
network will not be misused by this government and that, unlike Marcos, the 
government information network will not be used as a propaganda machine. 


But even today, we see the Aquino government using the information network 
as a propaganda machine for certain personalities in government. And today, 
government information is as confusing as ever. 


What do you think is likely to happen to that government information network 
in the next few years? My guess is that it will be nothing more than the 
usual propaganda machine. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST ANALYZES GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TO TAME PRESS 
HK231301 Quezon City BUSINESS DAY in English 23 Dec 86 p 4 
{"Here and Now" column by Francisco S. Tatad: “Taming the Press"] 


[Text] The President's decision to enlarge her propagane office is the very 
opposite of what she had vowed to do, but we are not going to say it is wrong. 
It is simple revisionism. But isn't she doing the right thing for the wrong 
reason? 


The rationale is badly framed. She's doing it to meet the challenge posed 

by her press critics and detractors. This completely ignores the fact that 

the press is infested not with critics but with others who think she can no 
longer do wrong. The president's problem is superficial and incompetent praise, 
not carping criticism. 


But even that is not her first problem. Her first and most serious problem 

is the problem of government, not that of information. Her information problem 
is not a small one, but it is only secondary and subordinate to that govern- 
ment. 


If the government is legitimate, it will have no difficulty communicating its 
legitimacy. If it functions with any amount of efficiency, it will have no 
difficulty communicating that either. If it has the right policies and pro- 
grams, it will have no difficulty competing with the National Democratic Front 
[NDF], the Moro National Liberation Front, or the Marcos loyalists for “the 
hearts and minds of the people." But if it has none of these, and confuses 
product with package, substance with shadow, reality with appearance, the 
largest press office will not help to prevent the spread of vacuous and mud- 
dled thinking. 


The problem, in short, is not the contrariness of the press, or the smallness 
of the propaganda machine, but the government's sheer inability to deliver. 
Because it is unable to respond adequately and on time to the crisis it has 
either inherited or created, the more perceptive elements in the media have 
no choice but to talk about the poor quality of its official response. 


This is not to say that the press is always objective, intelligent, responsi- 
ble. Not at all. Newspapers and newspapermen, like politicians, have their 
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most odious faults and commit the most stupid errors. It happens that we 
have more newspaper today than we have qualified newspapermen for. 


Despite that, no serious newspaper or newspaperman parades the errors of the 
press as the virtues of journalism. The press tries to be aware of its weak- 
nesses and strengths but not serious newspaper or newspaperman will take the 
rap for any failure that is not one’s own. The press is not likely to agree 
to being made the scapegoat for the failures of government, especially when 
these abound for no good reason. 


In a recent pastoral letter, Jaime Cardinal Sin denounced the “tale-bearing 
and vicious rumor-mongering” in the media as a threat to government and the 
social order. He cannot be faulted for expressing such concern. But, there 
is a perception that the tale-bearing and vicious rumor-mongering that is 
denounced today is the same tale-bearing and vicious rumor-mongering that 

used to be approved in the most dignified circles when the present government 
was not yet in power. In fact, some of the most unkind and unprintable rumors 
against the hated Marcos regime used to come from such circles. 


For his part, Teddy Benigno, the presidential spokesman, is concerned that 
“the free press that has been restored by President Aquino is leading to an 
atmosphere that can encourage turmoil, and encourage tendencies that can pro- 
voke both the left and the right. It's not the kind of atmosphere that favors 
democracy." 


This is an ominous statement, based on a fundamental error. Whatever Mrs 
Aquino has done, she did not restore press freedom. She rode on the wings 
of a militant press that claimed the right to be reborn, while she sought 
political power. She is the creature of the press, not its creator. She 
ovee the press a lot, the press owes her nothing. 


If the government is unhappy about the level and quality of the debate that 
goes on in the press, well, that is another matter. But to that, the govern- 
ment must contribute, and it must contribute more than its arrogance and dis- 
dain. it must contribute real ideas, beginning with ideas on how to govern 
the nation and solve its most serious problems. As of now, the NDF may have 
contributed a lot more to the ongoing conversation. 


Alas, some foreign newspapermen and officials are not content to be mere 
spectators. They, too, would like to become the government's protectors. 
Determined to protect the myths they have created about Mrs Aquino's presi- 
dency, they are now suggesting that local critics restrain themselves from 
being too critical about the new government. They have decided that this 
government is good for Filipinos, so any Filipino who disagrees must be 
restrained. What they are saying is that unless the press becomes totally 
comformist, it is likely to destroy a government that has not had to govern 
to win the applause of outsiders. This is a little sickening. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL URGES AWARENESS OF COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA 
HK220213 Davao City MINDANAO TIMES in English 4-11 Dec 86 p 2 
{[Editorial: "Some Implications About the Ceasefire") 


[Text] The statement made by the official spokesman of Pres. Aquino saying 
that he doubted the sincerity of the Communist Party of the Philippines [CPP] 
and National Democratic Front [NDF] in their so-called “Peace strategy" 
deserves some serious study. 


Minister Teodoro Benigno, press secretary said that the ultimate aim of the 
CPP/NPA is for an overthrow of government and their eventual control of the 
government. 


Hence, any pretension as to their desire for peace through a ceasefire should 
be viewed merely as a tactical move in order to bring about the CPP/NPAs 
objective. 


While we therefore welcome the opportunity that no more hostilities will take 
place (assuming the parties adhere to their commitment), freedom-loving citi- 
zens who abhor communism and what it stands for should be aware of the dangers 
that lurk ahead. 


So much propaganda will be resorted to in order to picture the CPP/NPA as 

so concerned about basic issues that are popular among the masses. While 

we join in the common desire to solve those basic problems that confront the 
Filipinos, we should not fall into the trap of being overwhelmed by the tac- 
tics of communists. 


Indeed, Minister Benigno's forwarning can be somehow reflective of what Pres. 
Cory perceives to be the correct attitude and stance in dealing with commun- 
ists. 


It is good for people to be discerning and to be aware. By so doing, we do 
not become prey to communist propaganda and tactics. 
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PHILIPPINES 


FORMER LABOR MINISTER, ZUMEL SPEAK AT KMU CONGRESS 
HK200746 Hong Kong AFP in English 0731 GMT 20 Dec 86 


{[Text] Manila, 20 Dec (AFP)--The Philippines’ outgoing labor minister, sacked 
because he was seen as a leftist, joined hands here Saturday with a communist 
insurgent leader at a gathering of left-wing labor unions. 


"Even thoveh I will be leaving my post by month's end it does not mean I am 
renouncing our partnership in your struggle," Labor Minister Augusto Sanchez 
told members of the militant May First Movement (KMU) during its third 
national congress here. 


Mr Sanchez, sacked by President Corazon Aquino due to public perceptions that 
he was a leftist, then joined hands on stage with communist rebel representa- 
tive Antonio Zumel and other KMU leaders amid applause. 


Mr Zumel, a representative of the underground National Democratic Front (NDF) 
coalition which is holding peace talks with the Aquino government, criticised 
the sacking of Mr Sanchez, whom he described as "a friend of the working peo- 
ple, a democrat and a nationalist." 


Mr Sanchez's ouster came amid pressure from the military and big business, 

who claimed his "pro-labor" stance encouraged militant unions to go on a strike 
binge. He is to retain his post until Mrs Aquino names a replacement, which 
should be by the end of this month. 


The minister said that like the 600,000-strong KMU, he had been accused of 
being a communist. 


"What is important to me is that the rights of Filipinos be respected in their 
own country,” he said, as he criticized local and foreign capitalists "whose 
only concern is profit." 


“For as long as our lands are controlled by a few... it is hard to see what 
we call true freedom. 


"For as long as our economy is controlled by foreigners and not our own 
government, we will not be able to achieve true liberation,” he added. 
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The Philippine economy is hampered by a crippling 26 billion dollar foreign 
debt. 


Mr Zumel read a message of support from the Revolutionary Council of Trade 
Unions, one of the clandestine groups under the NDF. 


He said a 60-day Christmas truce between the government and communist guerril- 
la forces which began 10 days ago was a “good opportunity” for the KMU to 
advance its campaign for workers’ well-being. 


Mr Zumel also denounced the murder last month of left-wing political leader 
and KMU Chairman Rolando Olalia, whose funeral turned into a massive left- 
wing protest. It is not known who was responsible for the killing. 
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PHILIPPINES 


PRESIDENTIAL MILITARY ADVISOR BLAMES NCC FOR ‘RISING PROBLEMS’ 
HK221241 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 1000 GMT 22 Dec 86 


[Text] Jose Magno, Presidential adviser on military affairs, blamed the 
National Cease-fire Committee [NCC] on the rising problems that have occurred 
since the signing of the cease-fire agreement. This, according to Magno, 

is a resu)t of the NCC's failure to put up corresponding committees in other 
regions of the country. This statement was announced by Magno at the Kapihan 
sa Maynila [Manila Coffeeshop]: 


[Begin recording, in English] The National Cease-fire Committee has not fully 
organized the regional cease-fire committee (?down the lines). I was at Region 
Three 3 or 4 days ago, and I found out that in spite of the announcement of 

the decision of the NDF [National Democratic Front], it has not captivated 

its counterpart general [word indistinct] truce organizing a cease-fire com- 
mittee. And therefore, during the samal, [word indistinct], and the press 
conference held by the NDF representative of Central Luzon [words indistinct]. 
[end recording) 
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PHILIPPINES 


MILITARY ON ADVANTAGES TO REBELS OF CEASE-FIRE 
HKI91511 Quezon City BUSINESS DAY in English 19 Dec 86 p 28 
[Article by reporter Joel D. Lacsamana] 


[Text] The military yesterday said the 60-day ceasefire has enabled the 
National Democratic Front [NDF] to step up its propaganda and beef up its 
forces, enabling it to recover from its past political blunders. 


The military's assessment, which was discussed during a briefing at Camp 
Aguinaldo, came as Armed Forces chief of staff Gen Fidel V. Ramos was reduced 
to denying NDF charges that the military was fabricating ceasefire violations 
by the rebels to boost its counter-propaganda campaign. 


According to studies presented by the Armed Forces Public Information Office 
in yesterday's triefing, the NDF, the Communist Party of the Philippines 
[CPP], and the Natiors| Democratic Front [as published] are expected to gain 
the following advantages during the 60-day ceasefire period: 


Opportunity to freely consolidate and coordinate both their armed and politi- 
cal forces and evaluate the direction of the movement at the national and 
regional levels; 


Opportunity to project their image locally and abroad and rally the people 
to their side; 


Utilize both parliamentary and armed struggles vsing the Partido ng Bayan 
[People's Party] and other CPP front organizations towards the formation of 
a coalition government; 


Tacitly confer on the CPP-NPA-NDF belligerent status and thus, give them the 
capability to solicit political, financial and moral support from foreign 
countries for possible recognition as a de facto government. 


The recent ceasefire violations committed by the rebels, according to one 
such study, demonstrates the “insincerity” of the insurgents, even before 
the formal signing of the agreement. 
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"Since the announcement of a 60-day ceasefire period last 27 November, the 
communist terrorists (ct's) have continued the conduct of raids and ambuscades 
on small AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] detachments and atrocities 

on government officials as well as innocent civilians," the study said. 


The study also pointed out that most of the ceasefire violations took place 
in regions near the National Capital Region (NCR) and in Region II, clearly 
indicating that the NDF has no control over the NPA forces there. 


The study also pointed out that the CPP-NPA has apparently taken advantage 
of the ceasefire "to project its image and armed capability" not only in the 
local media but also abroad. 


"During the campaign period for the ratification of the proposed Constitution, 
some CPP-NPA-NDF elements may call for the approval of the charter," the 

study predicted. “However, they are also expected to analyze, criticize and 
expose the defects of the new charter in its information drive, focusing atten- 
tion specifically on the provisions regarding the U.S. bases, national indus- 
trialization, land reform and labor." 


For his part, Ramos categorically denied NDF accusations that the armed forces 
is "fabricating" ceasefire violations. 


"We are responsible government officials and public servants and if we are 
still here, it is probably because of a certain modicum of credibility that 
we possess," Ramos said. 


The armed forces chief explained that what the military establishment has 
been submitting to National Ceasefire Committee (NCC) chairman, Bishop 
Antonio Fortich, “are spot reports from our commanders in the field--from 
senior officers with whom you and I have confidence and trust." 


Ramos said the initial reports submitted by the AFP to the NCC are reported 
as “possible” violations, precisely to help the NCC zero in on the source 
of the alleged violations for future appropriate action. He added that his 
letters have always indicated that a more detailed report on the possible 
violations will be submitted as soon as details are obtained. 


"This was done in the case of the Samal, Bataan, incident,” the AFP chief 
illustrated. "First we gave an official spot report and then this was fol- 
lowed up by the more detailed report of Brig Gen Eugenio Ocampo, PC-INP 
[Philippine Constabulary-integrated National Police] commander of Region 3. 
Now, the NCC is working on it.” 


Ramos likewise stressed that the military's efforts to report possible cease- 
fire violations "are not intended to put anybody in bad light." 


"We are not competing with anyone here," he said. “Things have to be done 
this way because the government would be recreant in its duties if it does 
not make these reports, particularly in lieu of the fact that these things 
(possible violations) are happening or reportedly happening to us." 
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Ramos also assessed the ongoing ceasefire period as "still holding out" but 
cautioned that it is still too early to arrive at any conclusions. 


"Let's give it a little more time, but certainly, the CPP/NPA/NDF aim of 
wanting to share power is very much obvious by this time," he said. "Maybe 
a little later it won't be sharing anymore. It will be controlling... and 
then maybe after a little longer, it will already become possession of power 
with the exclusion of others that they ihe communists) will be eyeing." 
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PHILIPPINES 


NORTHERN LUZON MILITARY OFFICERS ON CEASE-FIRE SITUATION 
HK161421 Manila THE MANILA TIMES in English 16 Dec 86 pp 1, 6 
[Article by Cynths Sycip] 


[Text] Camp Adduro, Tuguegarao, Cagayan--Brig. Gen. Manuel Avila, the regional 
commander here, said yesterday the same group of guerrillas of the New People's 
Army (NPA), armed wing of the local communists, who paraded with their firearms 
last Thursday in the streets of San Juan, Samal, Bataan, plan to conduct a 
similar show of force soon in Cagayan and its neighboring provinces. 


Avila also warned the NPA not to repeat another incident last Thursday, in 
which their guerrillas killed a member of the Civilian Home Defense Forces 
(CHDF) and kidnapped two others in Penablanca, this province. 


If they do, “we will meet force with force," he said. 


He said the two incidents were glaring violations of the ceasefire agreement 
signed between the government and the communist rebels, represented by its 
umbrella, the National Democratic Front (NDF). 


He said he ordered all Constabulary provincial commanders in the region not 
to tolerate any “provocative act" by the NPA or any other terrorist group. 


Avila gave public assurance that the military is on top of the situation in 
Cagayan. He urged the people to stay calm and not to fear an alleged NPA 
threat to come down from their mountain hideouts and move freely in populated 
areas with their firearms. 


"We have ordered our men in the field to respect the ceasefire agreement, 
but ct the same time, to enforce peace and order and be ready at all times 
to meet any contingency,” he said. 


He said he ordered all PC [Philippine Constabulary] provincial commanders 

and all police officers, as well as all CHDF militiamen, to strictly obey 

guidelines set by the armed forces chief of staff, Gen. Fidel V. Ramos, in 
dealing with the carrying of unauthorized firearms. 











Col. Rodolfo Aguinaldo, PC commander of Cagayan, launched rescue operations 
for the two CHDF men kidnapped by the rebels in Penablanca. 


Local officials, led by Mayor Alberto Quinto, appealed to the rebels and the 
local NDF representative to release the two CHDF men, Vicente Balisi and 
Jacinto Sibbaluca, for humanitarian reasons. 


Meanwhile, Gattaran Mayor Harim Santos has been asking for donations for the 
62 NPA rebels who surrendered recently and are now wards of the two govern- 
ment >. 


The rebel returnees refused to go back to their homes and families, fearing 
for their lives from NPA killer squads. 


Santos said the town lacks money and the P50,000 given by Cagayan Gov. 
Benjamin Ligot has all been spent to feed, shelter and clothe the former 
rebels. 


Col. Hernani Figueroa, PC commander of Isabela, told newsmen the ceasefire 
has no effect in his province since he has cleared it of all rebels and other 
criminals. 


"We have driven the NPA out of Isabela, and they should not use the ceasefire 
to come back to the province, or try to create any problem here,” Figueroa 
said. 


"We intend to keep the peace and the stability we have achieved in Isabela, 
and which we achieved through the help of civilians and local government 
officials, and we will not allow any person or group to create any trouble 
or disrupt the present peaceful situation,” he said. 


Figueroa has reportedly won the hearts of the people of Isabela because of 
the success of his antirebel campaign in the province. 
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PHILIPPINES 


NEGROS REPORT ON NCC FAILURE TO FORM REGIONAL BODIES 
HK221301 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 1000 GMT 22 Dec 86 


[Text] The failure of the National Cease-fire Committee [NCC] to form region- 
al committees in different parts of the country has been verified by a long 
distance report of Agnes Lira of DYWZ Radio Bombo, Bacolod City. According 

to Lira, since they do not have any representative in the regional NCC, up 

to now they still have not produced related information on the real cause 

of the clash between the military and the New People's Army in Kauayan, Negros 
Occidental. It is recalled that five persons died in the encounter. However, 
Lira said that in spite of the absence of the NCC in their area, the clash 

is already being investigated by the government and NPA panels: 


[Begin recording, in English] And of course, on the part of the NPA, with 
Commanders Servillano, (Macao), Gallardo, and of course our provincial conm- 
mander of the Philippine Constabulary, Colonel Miguel Coronel, both of them 
[as heard] visited the place of the incident there in Barangay (Talakal), 
Cauayan. And then, of course, what appeared in our local dailies are the 
restricted reports of the military, on the side of the military, concerning 
that incident. But then, on the part of the NPA, they have not released any 
detailed information about this incident. So, as far since we have a delayed 
formation of the provincial committee on the cease-fire, on the monitoring 
committee of the cease-fire, they were not able to establish a permanent 
information about this situation. But so far, it is being followed up. [end 
recording] 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL ON NEED FOR LOCAL CEASE-FIRE BODIES 
HK191449 Manila THE NEW PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 19 Dec 86 p 4 
{[Editorial: "Policing Truce Infractions] 


[Text] The apparent confusion on the monitoring and checking of reported 
cease-fire violations points to the urgency of creating local ceasefire com- 
mittees. 


It is unrealistic to expect the Manila-based National Ceasefire Committee 
[NCC] to adequately evaluate charges of truce violations if their local 
counterparts are not in place. Physical, logistical and other considerations 
dictate that the NCC's functions should be limited to that of an overall co- 
ordinator of the truce accord, with the town and provincial committees doing 
the dirty work. 


To speed up the task of forming local ceasefire committees, a task that seems 
to be proceeding at a very slow pace, it might be well to tap civic groups 
like Rotary, Lions, Kiwanis and others since they invariably have grassroots 
chapters. What is more, their members are respected in their communities 

and may be expected to perform a strictly non-partisan task. 


Ultimately, there is no substitute for good faith between the ceasefire signa- 
tories in seeing to [it] that the spirit and intent of the agreement is fol- 
lowed, and that no charges of violations should be made just to gain the edge 
in what obviously has become a propaganda war. 
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PHILIPPINES 


NAFP PURSUIT OPERATIONS DEFENDED UNDER PENAL CODE 
HK231317 Manila THE MANILA TIMES in English 23 Dec 86 pp 1, 6 


[Text] A military official said yesterday government soldiers pursuing com- 
munist guerrillas suspected to be responsible for ambushes and attacks in 
the past |3 days, or since the ceasefire agreement took effect, are not vio- 
lating the terms of the agreement. 


In their pursuit operations, the soldiers go “not after ceasefire violators, 
but after violators of the country's penal code," the official, Col. Honesto 
Isleta, told newsmen. 


The Joint Operations Center (JOC) journal, a record of combat operatioens being 
compiled by Camp Aguinaldo, similar to the police blotter, has recorded combat 
pursuit operations launched by the Army's 28th Infantry Battalion against 

the rebels, after a truck owned by the Paper Industries Corporation of the 
Philippines (PICOP) was set on fire by 35 guerrillas last Friday at Kilometer 
17, road 7, Bislig, Surigao del Sur, Isleta said. 


Under the ceasefire agreement signed by the government and the National Demo- 
cratic Front (NDF), the umbrella for the major communist groups, both parties 
will “desist from taking reprisals against the other, in the event that a 
violation of (the agreement) takes place." 


The military has monitored a number of such “probable ceasefire violations," 
which included alleged armed attacks on military detachments and vehicles, 
and on civilians who either refuse to support the New People's Army (NPA), 
armed wing of the NDF, or bave pending “cases” before a communist “revolu- 
tionary court." 


Isleta said the military's pursuit operations are justified, since part of 
its task is to maintain peace and order. 


"What they (the rebels) did was not a violation of the ceasefire, but a vio- 
lation of the country's penal code," he said. 


The ceasefire agreement also states that “government security and police 
patrols" going after ordinary criminals are allowed “for the purpose of pro- 
tecting the civilian population and property," he noted. 











Elsewhere, retired Maj. Gen. Jose Magno, Jr., special adviser to President 
Aquino, said yesterday, at a Kapihan dialogue at the Manila Hotel, the issue 
of military security patrols is “one of the obstacles" before the NDF and 
the government can reach a “lasting agreement." 


Magno said the NPA has strongly objected to the patrols entering what it refers 
to as “NPA-controlled areas." 


But he said the government does not consider the rebels as being in control 
of any "Philippine territory." 


Maj. Gen. Renato de Villa, constabulary chief and a member of the National 
Ceasefire Committee [NCC], also said, at the Kapihan, that the issue of what 
to do with firearms in the hands of the rebels "is one of the major points 
bogging down the NCC." 


Earlier, Isleta said only 50 rebels have been issued safe conduct passes and 
are allowed to carry firearms during the ceasefire. But the NDF has disputed 
Isleta's statement. 


To break the deadlock, the government and the NDF have agreed to a compromise, 
in which the rebels agreed not to display their firearms in the “population 
areas" of the country. 
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PHILIPPINES 


SAMAL RESIDENTS GREET NCC, NAFP WITH PRO-NPA SYMPATHIES 
HK161417 Manila THE MANILA TIMES in English 16 Dec 86 pp 1, 6 
[Article by Fidel Asor, Jr.] 


[Text] San Juan, Samal, Bataan--Unarmed cadres of the New People's Army (NPA) 
and heavily armed military personnel the other day met here face to face with- 
out any reported incident of harassment or violence. 


The meeting took place during the visit of the members of the National Cease- 
fire Committee (NCC) who went to the town to investigate complaints by defense 
and military officials that the rebels violated the ceasefire agreement for 
brandishing high-powered arms during a rally last Thursday to welcome the 
start of the ceasefire. 


The officials claimed that the Samal incident last Thursday was a violation 
of the ceasefire agreement which prohibits carrying of arms by the rebels 
in populated centers. 


After inspecting the site of the rally and conducting on-the-spot interviews, 
the committee failed to decide whether or not the place could be cateogrized 
as “populated center." 


Bishop Antonio Fortich, NCC chairman, said the committee was expected to 
tackle the whole day yesterday the term “populated center" and will decide 
on the Samal incident after both parties--the government and the National 
Democratic Front (NDF)--shall have agreed on a common definition. 


Unknown to the committee, a number of people who met its members in Barangay 
San Juan, the rally site, during last Sunday's trip were card-bearing members 
and sympathizers of the NPA. 


The unarmed rebels mingled with elements of task force Samal who showed up 
in the barangay and at the town proper reportedly "to secure the party of 
Fortich.” 


Registration, however, was marred at the North Samal Elementary School which 
is located near the town proper during the arrival of the soldiers on board 
a convoy of army trucks belonging to Task Force Samal. 














Some registrants scampered for safety upon seeing the convoy thinking that 
the town was being attacked. 


Particularly irked by the presence of the soldiers were residents of San Juan 
who said the committee must investigate the incident as this was plain “show 
of force” on the part of the military. 


Chants of “we love the NPA," "NPA lumalakas, lumalawak" [growing stronger, 
expanding widely] and “Military Talo” [military defeat] were heard from town 
residents who organized a mini-march that trailed the party of Fortich on 

the way to the town hall after visiting Barangay San Juan, which is 400 meters 
from the town proper. 





Along the road to the town proper, government troopers in full battle gear 
strategically positioned themselves and watched the marchers chant pro-NPA 
and anti-military slogans. 


The soldiers, despite being provoked by the marchers, left the area peace- 
fully after Fortich's party safely arrived at the town hall. 


Dean Irene Cortez, a committee member, said the Samal trip by the NCC "is 
only one part of many things before it (NCC) could come up with a decision 
on the Samal incident.” 


She blamed the late creation of the committee for its failure to come up with 
specific guidelines on the ceasefire, especially the term “populated center." 


Meanwhile, residents said the display of arms by the rebels last Thursday 
had the overwhelming approval of the people and did not cow them as claimed 
by the military. 


They said Samal is an “NPA territory" and the people are at peace with members 
of the NPA than with the military. 


Meanwhile, the National Ceasefire Committee (NCC) plans to appoint a local 
ceasefire committee in Aklan, to investigate a reported ceasefire violation 
recently by communist rebels, in which they allegedly raided a military out- 
post in Madalag. 


Monsignor Alberto Piamonte of Aklan has been recommended to head the local 
committee, to be composed of five members. 


It will be the second local ceasefire committee to be set up. The first was 
set up last week in one of the Davao provinces. 


The setting up of the local committee for Aklan was announced yesterday by 
Bishop Antonio Fortich, head of the NCC, at a press conference held at the 
State Accounting and Auditing Center on Don Mariano Marcos Avenue, Quezon 
City. 
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Fortich said the ceasefire, as a whole, was holding nationwide, with no major 
clashes having been reported between government soldiers and the communist 
rebels over the past five days since 10 December, when the ceasefire agree- 
ment took effect. 


He also said the ceasefire is being observed by both sides in Bataan, despite 
a parade conducted last Thursday by NPA rebels. 
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NAFP-NPA CEASEFIRE MEETING IN MINDANAO REPORTED 
BK211348 Hong Kong AFP in English 1337 GMT 21 Dec 86 


[Text] Tagoloan, Philippines, 21 Dec (AFP)--Three communist rebel leaders 
were given a heroes’ welcome when they met with military officers and govern- 
ment officials here on the southern Philippine island of Mindanao Sunday, 
witnesses said. 


At a festive gathering some 400 people cheered when Wilfrido Mapano and 
Leonido Nabong, leaders of the banned Communist Party of the Philippines 

(CPP) and the Nationa: Democratic Front (NDF) in northeastern Mindanao and 

the area's New People's Army (NPA) chief, identified only as Vernon, addressed 
them. 


White doves were released as the rebel leaders and military officers called 
on everyone to support and preserve the 60-day ceasefire between government 
forces and communist insurgents, the witnesses said. 


Mr Nabong called on the 12 groups under the NDF to honor the ceasefire agree- 
ment and urged the people to monitor violations by either side. 


Regional military chief Mariano Adalem called on all forces to desist from 
fighting "so our people in Manila can discuss the substantive portion of 
demands believed to be the root causes” of the insurgency. 


The officers gave denim jackets to the rebel leaders, saying these would pro- 
tect them from the cold in the mountains. 


Both sides reported that there had been no violations in their area since 
the truce began 10 December. 


The guerrilla leaders, who appeared unarmed together with five escorts, said 
they had traveled for seven hours from the mountains to attend the closed- 
door conference with the military at a town hall here, where they were 
expected to discuss details of the ceasefire in the region. 


In Manila, the military listed five more possible ceasefire violations around 
the country in the past week, bringing the total to more than 20. 
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Meanwhile, Armed Forces spokesman Colonel Honesto Isleta said a military in- 
vestigation had disproved nevs reports that troops loyal to former Defense 
Minister Juan Ponce Enrile had holed up in Bataan and Zambaies provinces after 
an aborted military coup in November, waiting for orders. 


He said there had been no unauthorizced troop movements in the two provinces 
northwest of Manila, as reported in several Manila newspapers, but “only 
prophylactic patrols by organic units in the area.” He did not elaborate. 


NDF leaders in Manila had expressed apprehension about the reported troop 
movements. 
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MILF OPPOSES AUTONOMY, CALLS FOR ‘JIHAD’ 
HK230527 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER in English 21 Dec 86 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) under Hashim Salamat has 
rejected the provisions of the draft Constitution on the autonomous regions 
and called for a “Jihad” (holy war). 


The MILF is a splinter group of Nur Misuari's Moro National Liberation Front. 


‘n an official central committee declaration of the MILF, Hashim called on 

all Muslim nations of the world “to rally behind our Jihad, to destroy oppres- 
sion and bring the reign of justice back to our people of the Bangsamoro Home- 
land.” 


The MILF chief said the provisions of the draft Charter on autonomy “does 
not jibe with the meaningful and genuine autonomy as envisioned in the Tripoli 
Accord.” 


The former government of deposed president Marcos signed the Tripoli Agree- 
ment in Libya with the MNLF in 1976, creating the autonomous regions 9 and 
12. But the implementation of its provisions left much to be desired, and 
Misuari fled to the Middle East. 


Specifically, Salamat castigated Section 15's Muslim Mindanao, which says 
“the creation of the autonomous region shall be effective when approved by 
the majority of votes cast by the constituent units in a plebiscite, provided 
that only provinces, cities and geographic areas voting favorably shall be 
included in the autonomous region." 


The MILF said this is “inclusive only to provinces of Lanao del Sur, 
Maguindanao, Basilan, Sulu, Tawi-tawi and Marawi City as these are the only 
areas dominated by Muslims, to the prejudice of the Tripoli Accord.” 


He also cited the military's condoning and training “some extremist Christian 
sectors” who are arming themselves (the Christian Liberation Army) and the 
political crises facing the Aquino government which offer a scenario that 
will not resolve the Mindanao conflict. 
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NDF NEGOTIATOR URGES CONTINUED WORKERS’ STRUGGLE 
HK221403 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER in English 22 Dec 86 pp 1, 9 


[Text] A Top National Democratic Front [NDF] official Saturday night called 
upon the Filipino workers to carry forward their struggle for better pay and 
labor conditions amid ongoing peace talks between the government and com- 
munist forces. 


Speaking in behalf of the communist-led NDF and the Revolutionary Council 

of Trade Unions [RCTU], NDF representative Antionio Zumel told the 3d National 
Congress of the Kilusang Mayo Uno [KMU--1 May Movement] of the leading role 
workers must play "in the current revolutionary struggle for national and 
social liberation." 


The RCTU, he said, is composed of unionists who serve “as models of revolu- 
tionary thinking and behavior." The RCTU, one of 12 underground rebel groups 
affiliated with the NDF, coordinates the mass work of communist activists 
among various trade unions. 


He said, workers remain poor despite the ouster of Marcos because Philippine 
society remains neo-colonial and feudal." [no opening quotes as published] 


He said capitalists continue to exploit workers resulting in mass hunger and 
unemployment. 


Zumel also told the delegates that the KMU must continue its militant struggle 
to uplift the workers no matter what happens in the peace negotiations. 


He said the KMU must take advantage of the ceasefire to lay down the basic 
demands of workers--authentic industrialization, genuine land reform and 
national freedom. 


He said the ouster of Labor Minister Augusto Sanchez is an example of an attack 
on workers. 


Josefina Cruz, wife of detained communist leader Rodolfo Salas alias “Kumazder 
Bilog” read a statement from her husband saying there are two forces fighting 
the militancy of labor urions today--the "fascist militarists" and the “for- 
mer bourgeoisie oppositionists." 
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"The militarists use direct repression on the people where the bourgeoisie 
use deception,” Salas said. 


Salas also said it was easier to politicize the people during Marcos’ rule 
since all the evils of society were identified with Marcos. 


He said workers have not gained anything despite the May | promises of 
President Aquino, which remain to be fulfilled. 


He added that the former allies of the people who have turned their backs 
on the National Democratic Front should be watched closely to see if their 
liberal traits have disappeared or if they have only been temporarily over- 
come by their reactionary tendencies. 


Earlier, Labor Minister Augusto Sanchez urged workers to rely on their own 
strength if they want to fight for freedom. 


There can be no genuine freedom as long as the economy is under foreign con- 
trol and land is owned by an elite few, Sanchez said. 


He also added that even after he quits his posts as labor minister, he will 
continue to fight for the interest of workers. 
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CENTRAL LUZON GROUPS DENY HMB LINKS 
HK171505 Manila THE MANILA TIMES in English 17 Dec 86 pp 1, 6 


[Text] Several farmers organizations based in Central Luzon yesterday said 
they have nothing to do with the alleged plan of remnants of the Hukbong 
Mapagpalaya ng Bayan (HMB) [People's Liberation Army] to sow terror to sabo- 
tage the 60-day ceasefire agreement. 


In reaction to a news item of THE MANILA TIMES last December 14, the Aniban 
ng Manggagawa sa Agrikultura (AMA) [Association of Agricultural Workers] wrote 
THE TIMES denying AMA's being an “allied organization of the HMB remnants." 


Nicolas Mangiduyos, Sr., AMA national president, told THE TIMES the AMA has 
nothing to do with it." He further stressed that the AMA is a “legal organi- 
zation duly registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)" 

and its “normal course of activities is not connected in anyway (sic) and 

in whatever form, with the underground movements (sic), especially with armed 
groups, be it the rebels or the AFP." 


Larry Seacor, vice president for education of the SIKAP (Samahan sa Ikauunlad 
ng Kabataang Pilipino) [Association for Advancement of Filipino Youth], also 
denied the organization he represents has any covert relationship with armed 
groups, particularly remnants of the HMB. 


In a telephone call last Monday night, Seacor claimed the HMB has been dis- 
banded after the Partido Komunista ng Pilipinas [PKP--Communist Party of the 
Philippines] (the one headed by Felicisimo Macapagal) opted to surrender their 
firearms to ousted President Marcos in i974 as part of a so-called political 
settlement with the fallen regime. 


Seacor told THE TIMES that all allegations of Ka [comrade] Remcy of the Bula- 
can Provincial Operational Command were “baseless” and “slanderous.” 


He added that SIKAP along with other organizations like the AMA and the 
Katipunan ng Bagong Kababihan (KBP) [Association of New Women] follows the 
“parliamentary struggle” and is not in any manner related to the remnants 
of the HMB said to be planning attacks against certain persons to sabotage 
the 60-day truce between the NDF and the Aquino government. 
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Seacor claimed that the organization he heads supports the ceasefire agree- 
ment. 


Earlier, Ka Remcy of the Bulacan NPA told THE TIMES some remnants of the HMB 
have transformed themselves into paramilitary units supporting the AFP in 
its attacks against the NPA. 


He also said the elements of the old PKP have tried to approach him in their 
effort to convert the NPA and follow “parliamentary line" espoused by the 
PKP leadership. 
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NDF REITERATES READINESS TO FIGHT IF TRUCE FAILS 
HK230627 Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 22 Dec 86 p 6 
[Article by Elmer Cato] 


(Text) San Fernando, Pampanga--The National Democratic Front [NDF] said yes- 
terday it will continue negotiating with the Aquino government but warned 
that it is ready to defend itself should the military insist on scuttling 
the peace talks. 


NDF negotiator Antonio Zumel, speaking at the peace dialog of the Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan-gitnang Luzon [New Nationalis Alliance-central Luzon], 
gave the warning. 


"The NDF will exhaust all means to attain a negotiated settlement on the nego- 
tiating table, but it is also obliged to defend itself if provoked by fascist 
and militarist elements,” the rebel negotiator told some 300 Bayan delegates 
in Tagalog. 


At the same time, Zumel said President Aquino's pronouncements the other day 
that the military should prepare for a bigger war should the talks fail has 
given rise to anxieties on the NDF side over the success of the negotiation. 


"They will unsheath the sword of war against the struggling people,” Zumel 
said. He added that “we in the NDF are still ready to pursue telks with the 
Aquino government. Our forces will abide by the ceasefire agreement." 


Zumel listed five points which he said imperil the ceasefire negotiations: 


--Reports of possible violations of the ceasefire agreement by the NDF, as 
based on unsubstantiated reports by the military; 


--Defense Minister Lleto's pronouncement, “kung ang nakikinabang dito ay ang 
NDF, at nalulugi ang government, mas mabuti pang itigil ang ceasefire [if 
it's the NDF that's getting the benefits and the government losing out, it 
would be better to end the cease-fire)"; 


-~Arrest of alleged CPP [Communist Party of the Phiiippines]-Chairman Rodolfo 
Salas and his continued detention; 


--Recently announced government programs on the insurgency, like the buying 
of arms and the amnesty offer, which Zumel said is “bribery.” 


--Mrs Aquino's pronouncement Saturday. 
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COLUMNIST CLAIMS NDF PLANNING TO BREAK OFF TALKS 
HK230643 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 21 Dec 86 p 6 
[From Column by Jesus Bigornia: “NDF Preparing To Break Off Peace Talks?"] 


[Text] Latest pronouncements of National Democratic Front (NDF) leaders are 
leading political analysts to the conclusion: The communists are preparing 
to break off ongoing negotiations ostensibly aimed at ending the !|7-year- 

old communist rebellion. Rebel negotiators Saturnino Ocampo and Antonio Zumel 
are perceived as having achi-ved their political objectives in entering nego- 
tiations with government. Moreover, they have plumbed the depths of Presidert 
Aquino's resolve against a proposed coalition and her stand on the offending 
United States military bases--and found her adamant. Further talks would 

then be pointless. 


In widely scattered rallies, the indigenous communist movement, here demon- 
strated a respectable mass base built upon the radicel labor union, the 
Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU) [1 May Movement] the cause-oriented and peasant 
groups, all backed by the muscle of the New People's Army (NPA), the military 
arm of the outlawed Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP). Their negotia- 
tors “showed up" their government opposite numbers by ramming the approval 

of a preliminary ceasefire whose terms read like an instrument of surrender 
by the government. In public appearances--in print as well as on television-- 
Ocampo end Zumel with cooperation of rebel forces in the field, all but suc- 
ceeded in turning around public perception of communism and communist guer- 
rillas. 


By their singular propaganda victories, all achieved during the so-called 
“ceasefire,” Ocampo and Zumel virtually erased from the public mind the com- 
munist disaster for boycotting the “snap” presidential elections and for not 
taking a role in the February “revolution.” The pair of negotiators have 
shown the Philippine public that the National Democratic Front (NDF), as the 
umbrella organization of the Communist Party here, can mobilize large segments 
of the peasantry and urban workers. They have likewise paraded a New People's 
Army (NPA) adequately armed and in high spirits. 


Obviously, President Aquino has turned down an offer of a coalition with the 
communists. Ocampo, otherwise, would not have suggested formation of "a 
transition” government “representative of all forces and sectors of Philippire 
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society,” and the drafting of a new constitution by a constitutional conven- 
tion. To expect the President to approve one or the other proposition would 
smack of surrender and eventual communist takeover of government. Hence, 
the Ocampo admission that “prospects for a lasting peace is dimmer now than 
it was before the ceasefire." 


With the government holding back from power-sharing, and having attained 
political objectives, Zumel and Ocampo may safely be said to be preparing 
to withdraw from fruitless negotiations. However, they must wait for an 
excuse--a “casus belli"--acceptable to the Filipino people at large before 
breaking off the talks. Having found the appropriate excuse, the NDF nego- 
tiators could inform the government the termination of the tenuous cease- 
fire. Hostilities with the so-called "New" Armed Forces of the Philippines 
would then be expected to escalate. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST LAUDS LEFT AS ‘PEOPLE'S CONSCIENCE’ 
HK230545 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER in English 21 Dec 86 p 5 


{"Political Tidbits” column by Belinda Olivares Cunanan: "The Hard Left as 
People's Conscience” ] 


[Text] A lot of centrist-leaning people have become quite nervous about the 
presence of the intelligent, articulate and personable representatives of 
the National Democratic Front [NDF] in our midst, who have become highly 
visible in the media as they enunciate with considerable self-assurance their 


famous 10-point progran. 


But an equal number of people feel good about the presence of the high-profile 
NDF, for they argue that this group serves as the voice of conscience for 

the rest of us who don't advocate their way of thinking. And there may be 

a lot of truth in this argument. 


For too long those of us who purport to support the democratic way of life 
and extoll all the freedoms we were taught to cherish have taken them for 
granted. On the other hand, the people have put up for too long with the 
ills of representative democracy such as the corruption and ineptness of the 
bureaucracy, finding comfort in the fact that come election time we can 
change the rotten officials. Many times the choice has been limited to the 
lesser of generally corrupt and inefficient candidates. 


But always, the feeling was that the system was manageable, and even during 
the darkest years of Marcos, many of us entertained the notion that we would 
revert to the political system we have always had some day soon. 


But now, with the NDF in our midst, things are different. For we now face 
the prospects not just of a change of cast, but quite possibly, an alteration 
of the play iteelf, or even a completely new play altogether. 


The prospect, understandably, is causing a lot of nervousness. But I personal- 
ly feel, along with others, that in the long run it would redound to the bene- 
fit of us all to have them in our midst, articulating as they do their beliefs 
(many of which are so much like ours). This is because it forces us now to 
examine the system we have and look into our selves, our hearts and minds, 

our values, beliefs and aspirations. 








For instance, it forces us to look at the social and economic structures in 
our midst, at the large masses of the very poor who constitute the broad base 
of the Philippine social pyramid; at the small and narrow middle class and 
the even smaller and narrower upper classes, who are said tw own 90 percent 
of the country's wealth. Like all Third World countries there is a yawning 
gap between the very rich and the very poor in this country, and even common 
sense would tell us that such a situation spells trouble for any country. 


The hard left has drawn adherents largely from the great unwashed, and their 

presence now in our midst forces us to examine this social structure of great 
inequality and see what we ought to do with it. There are encouraging sighs 

that the very rich now realize that the days of living it up, as some of them 
used to do, are over and that they now have to help address the mind-boggling 
problem of poverty among the great majority of the people. 


The once super-rich in the troubled island of Negros are typical of the many 
people of this social class who have chosen to address the problem oi poverty, 
once confronted with the unrest among the NPA-infested areas of the province. 
More and more landowners are now talking of subdividing their haciendas and 
helping start their tenants in becoming economically independent. To be sure, 
a certain percentage of the landowner class is still said to be very reaction- 
ary, but it is a fact that now the business of agrarian reforms in this coun- 
try has acquired a very urgent appeal. This is due in no mean measure to 

the agitation of the NDF about “real and meaningful agrarian reform." 


Then too, how many of the very rich are now more socially-oriented and see 

the need to give just wages and fair and equitable working conditions for 
their industrial workers, thanks to agitation of the left-leaning among the 
working classes? Many of the rich matronas are deeply involved in social 
amelioration projects and perhaps practice real charity in their own homes 

by giving their housemaids, drivers and houseboys just and decent wages. Then 
too, lifestyles among the rich and super-rich have begun to lean to the less 
ostentatious. 


The civilian bureaucracy and the military are two big groups that have 
definitely been affected by the presence of the hard left among us. There 

is now a growing sentiment among people in both groups to want to clean their 
ranks of corruption and ineptitude, and to serve the people in a more meaning- 
ful way. To be sure it is to a large part a reaction to the “propaganda war,” 
but the awareness is growing just the same that the race to win the hearts 

and minds of the people would depend on the success of both powerful groups 

to clean up their house. 


In fact the aggressive presence of the hard leic has helped considerably to 
jell the program of this present Administration of rehabilitation and amelio- 
ration of the countryside. The twenty years of Marcos had been characterized 
not only by corruption and abuses in human rights, but also by the gross 
neglect of the rural areas. With few exceptions, industries have failed to 
be dispersed there and a recent news story pointed out that 65 percent of 

the Philippines’ 1,524 municipalities are so poor that they can't even pro- 
vide for their own operating expenses. 
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Today, thanks in large part to the aggressiveness cf the NDF program. the 
Aquino government has decided to pour Pl biliion in aid to the over 8,000 
depressed barangays and municipalities of the country. We can only hope those 
funds would be well-husbanded and not fall again into the hands of corrupt 
local politicians. 


Over the last few weeks since the NDF began articulating its thoughts openly, 
many valid criticisms have emanated from it and one of the most valid is that 
the programs of the Aquino government for the countryside are at best pallia- 
tives and stop-gap measures. This is very true, though it does not take away 
the validity from the stop-gap measures themselves. What is needed is to 
forcefully address the unjust structures that exacerbate the chasm between 
rich and poor and are at the very root of the social unrest. This boils down 
to agrarian reform, and we can only hope the land-owning class will rise to 
the historic challenge to them in these times. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST ON LOCAL FEAR OF IMMINENT CPP TAKEOVER 
HK231249 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER in English 23 Dec 86 p 4 


[From “Straight From The Shoulder” column by Luis D. Beltran: "No Milk for 
Orphans This Christmas..."] 


[Text] In his appearance as the "Straight" TV show, NDF [National Democratic 
Front] negotiator Satur Ocampo said that the majority of the organizations 
included in the National Democratic Front were inclined to vote against the 
1986 draft constitution. 


Shortly afterwards, the Kilusang Mayo Uno [KMU--1 May Movement], which had 
previously found nothing wrong with the constitution, aunounced it would canm- 
paign against ratification. 


The KMU is the same organization which has been pushing for the retention 

of Labor Minister Bobbit Sanchez, one of the princinal guests at the KMU con- 
vention. Sanchez was recommended to the MOLE [Ministry of Labor and Employ- 
ment] position by Executive Secretary Joker Arroyo, who has been campaigning 
to have Sanchez retained. 


A string of coincidences, perhaps but isn't it about time President Aquino 
stopped being naive? 


As for the NDF itself, the statements of the NDF triad about new elections, 

a new constitution and a coalition or transition government--plus the conclu- 
sion of the NDF envoy in Europe that they now have international recognition-- 
has scared a lot of people. Two long-time employees of the Philippine National 
Bank whom I know have filed for retirement and expressed their desire to go 
abroad “because it seems the communists are about to take over.” Other busi- 
ness executives we know have began salting dollars abroad again because they 
feel the communists may soon control the government. Note that these are 

not Marcos Abandonados talking-~-but members of the middle-class whom even 
Marcos could not frighten out of the country. And if you still want more 
proof about how much the communists have scared people, ask any airline for 

a booking and they'll tell you the earliest available seat to the U.S. is 

in Febcuary. 
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The government must respond with firmness to the NDF's whistling in the dark. 
The NDF is succeeding in creating lack of faith in the government's ability 
to survive, by openly violating the ceasefire agreement, as in Samal, Bataan 
and elsewhere. The NDF is talking about political settlement, when it is 
becoming clear that their objective may be simply political destabilization 
before the battle begins. 


The government must rush the talks, come to a decision and fight if it must, 
before the will and the morale of the military and the citizenry ebb away 
because the NDF projects an unstoppable picture. 


{7358 
CSO: 4200/258 


73 














FIRES HIT FOREIGK, PUBLIC WORKS MINISTRIES 
Laurel Investigates Ministry Blaze 
HK260926 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 0900 GMT 29 Dec 86 


[Text] The committee formed by Vice President and Foreign Minister 
Salbador Laurel is studying three possible angles of the fire at 0200 at 
the left wing of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs building in Padre Faure 
Street, Manila. The fire razed the second, third, and fourth floors 

of the building. The property damage is calculated to be 120 million pesos. 


Meanwhile, there was another fire in the Ministry of Public Works and 
Highways which is located near Nagtahan Bridge. The cause of the fire 
is still unknown as well as the cost of the damage. 


3 Military Men Probed 
HK291548 Manila the MANILA EVENING POST in English 27 Dec 86 pp i, 3 


[Text] Police this morning said they would invite for questioning three 
military men detailed with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MPA) to shed 
light on the big fire that damaged the MFA's main building on Padre Faura 
street in Ermita yesterday. 


Arson investigators of the Western Police District [WPD) said they wanted 
to know if there were really intruders who could have sabotaged or 
deliberately caused the fire which destroyed the top three floors 

of the MFA building. 


Two of the soldiers were identified by the WPD as Sgt. Melchor Ularte and 
Constable Second class rucable Jiame, both of the PC [Philippine 
Constabulary) Capital Region Command (Capcom). 


At the same time, arson probers said they would also invite for questioning 
four other private security guards on duty during the fire. 


Police took the testimonies of the dir. vor of the code, radio, and telex 
section or (Coratel) of the MFA the radio operation on duty, identified 
as Victor Austria. 
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The section's director, Rosendo Villamayor, told probers that all the four 
air-conditioning units inside the communications room have not been working 
well. 


The air-conditioning units are switched on a 24-hour basis to cont:oal 
the temperature inside th: room, the communications center of the MPA. 


All the coding machines, transceivers, transmitters, and telex sachines 
were destroyed by the one-and-a-half-hour fire which started inside the 
Coratel. 


Victor Austria, 24, the operator on duty, said in a sworn statement that 
he did not see the actual start of the fire but noticed it oaly when 
he opened the door. 


He said he tried to put out the fire, but it was too big. 


Arson investigators said they would question all persons on duty at the 
time of the fire to establish the exact focal point, the cause of the fire, 
and the outsiders who entered the MFA premises before the fire. 


Probers took samples of the debris in the Curatel room for analysis 
at the police laboratory to determine the cause of the fire. 


Vice President and Foreign Minister Salvador Laurel yesterday said the 
fire that gutted three floors of his foreign ministry might have been 
accidental but could also have been set by terrorists out to destabilize 
the government. 


Laurel, told reporters the fire which destroyed property worth about 
P140 million “could have been due to faulty wiring, but we are not ruling 
out the possibility of sabotage or arson.” 


The early morning fire was followed within an hour by another blaze 
which damaged the Ministry of Public Works and Highways about a mile 
(two km) away. 


A third fire less than two miles (four km) away from both building broke 
out several hours later, engulfing three houses. 


Arson investigators could not say immediately whether any of the fires 
were connected. No one was injured. 


Laurel said three possible groups could have lit the foreign ministry 
fire: “One, terrorists out to destabilize the government; second, those 
who would like to paralyze the external arm of the new government because 
it was an attempt really to destroy the communications and radio room.” 


"The third group includes some people who would not want to see certain 
documents continue to exist,” he said without elaborating. 


Laurel told reporters the fire destroyed documents, books, and office and 
communications equipment. 


Investigators could give no immediate estimate of the damage from the two 
other /ires. 
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PHILIPPINES 


FOREST PRODUCT EXPORTS DROP 1.3 PERCENT 
HK221425 Quezon City BUSINESS DAY in English 22 Dec 86 p 3 


[Text] Earnings on exports of forest products during the first three quarters 
of the year totaled $149 million, down 1.32 percent from a year-ago level 
of $151 million, according to Central Bank data. 


The exports consisted of logs, lumber, plywood and veneer sheets/corestocks. 


Prices in foreign markets improved but the demand for the products fell from 
last year's level. 


Lumber exports for the January-September period were registered at 356,000 
cubic meters [cu.m.] witha freight-on-board value of $71 million, down 1.39 
percent from 403,000 cu.m. valued at $77 million in the corresponding months 
last year. The price rose 11.17 percent to $199 per cu.m. from $179 per cu.am. 
last year. 


The price of plywood increased 7.44 percent from $231. The volume of shipments 
rose slightly from 172,000 cu.m. valued at $37 million to 173,000 cu.m. worth 
$40 million. 


Logs exports dropped in both volume and price. Shipments were registered 
at 296,000 cu.m. at $84 per cu.m., for a total of $25 million. Year-ago 
figures were 323,000 cu.m. at 90 per cu.m., for total earnings of $29 million. 
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Foreign Product Exports 
January to September 1985 and 1986 
(Volume in Thousand cu.m.; unit price in U.S.$/cu.m.; 
FOB Value in Million U.S.$) 





1986 1985 
Volume Unit Value Volume Unit Value 

Price Price 
Logs 296 84 25 323 90 29 
Lumber 356 199 71 403 179 72 
Plywood 173 231 40 172 215 37 
Veneer sheets/corestocks 38 211 8 50 180 9 
Others 5 4 
Total 149 151 


Source: Central Bank 
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PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


PROCOMMUNIST RADIO PROGRAM CANCELED--Attorney Ric Valmonte's “Sigaw at Bulong” 
["Shouts and Whispers"] radio program on Radyo ng Bayan was canceled yesterday 
by order of the Bureau of Broadcasts on the grounds that it allegedly 
sympathizes with the communists. According to Valmonte, his dismissal from 
Radyo ng Bayan by Bureau of Broadcasts OIC [officer-in-charge] Jose Mari 
Gonzales was due to his discussion of issues on communism, as well as on the 
murder of labor leader Rolando Olalia. Earlier, Valmonte, who is also legal 
counsel of the Partido ng Bayan [People's Party], and fellow broadcasters 
Roddy Carbonnel and Doy del Castillo received a memorandum from Gonzales 

in September saying that they were to be dismissed from Radyo ng Bayan. 

[Text] [Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 0900 GMT 18 Dec 86 HK] /9738 


CPLA TO BECOME PEACEKEEPING FORCE--The Cordillera People's Liberation Army 
[CPLA] headed by rebel priest Father Conrado Balweg will become the peace- 
keeping force to maintain order and peace in Abra, Kalinga Apayao, Ifugao and 
the entire Mountain Province. This matter was agreed upon by President 
Aquino and Father Balweg when they met at Malacanang yesterday. In an 
interview with reporters the rebel priest said the Malacanang meeting was 
first decided upon when the two first met in Mount Daza, Mountain Province. 
However, while the government has not yet officially designated the CPLA as 
a peace-keeping force, presidential spokesman Teodoro Benigno said that it 
would become the de facto peacekeeping force. Balweg gave assurances that 
his army would maintain a just relationship with the New Armed Forces of the 
Philippines. [Text] [Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 0900 GMT 17 Dec 86 
HK] /9738 


20 CEBU CITY PRIESTS UNDERCUOUND--In Cebu City, some 20 priests have joined 
the underground movement in the central Philippines. This was said by 

Father Rustico [iast name indistinct], chief negotiator of the National 
Democratic Front [NDF] in Cebu. He did not name the 20 priests but said they 
are members of Christians for National Liberation, an organization made up of 
nuns and church workers who are members of the NDF. [Text] [Quezon City 
Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 0400 GMT 22 Dec 86 HK] /9738 


WORLD BANK INVESTIGATES LOAN REQUEST--The World Bank will send an appraisal 
mission to the Philippines next year. It will investigate the government's 
request for a loan for the rationalization of the government's land 
financial corporate sector. Deputy Finance Minister [name indistinct] said 
that the World Bank will lend around $150 million. He said that part of the 
money will be allotted to next year's expected 12 million deficit of 14 big 
government corporations. [Text] [Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0800 GMT 18 Dec 86 HK] /9738 














COMMUNIST FLAGS OVER SCHOOLS--Mayor Gregorio (Zamora) today denounced the 
raising of red flags by the communist guerrillas in three coastal barangay 
public schools last Sunday. The mayor said the flag-raising forced the 
schools to suspend classes and send the studente home for fear of getting 
caught in a crossfire between rebels and soldiers. He said the army's ist 
Infantry Brigade commander Colonel Orlando Soriano immediately sent troops 
to his town when he informed him about the unfurling of the communist flag. 
[Text] [Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 18 Dec 86 
HK] /7358 


SIN SAYS DIALOGUE ‘IMPOSSIBLE'--Catholic Church Archbishop Jaime Cardinal 

Sin yesterday [23 December] said successful peace talks with the communist 
rebels is remotely impossible [as heard]. Cardinal Sin said it is impossible 
to dialogue with the communists because their principle is that the end al- 
ways justifies the means. Cardinal Sin spoke at the Truth Forum television 
show. The cardinal, who was a staunch supporter of the cease-fire, said the 
cease-fire was meant to convince the rebels to surrender. Although he 
expressed optimism on the outcome of the peace talks, Cardinal Sin said he 

is still hopeful that something substantial will result from the negotiations. 
[Text] [Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2300 GMT 23 Dec 86 
HK] /7358 


MARCOS SAID FUNDING CAMPAIGN--Latest reports says Ferdinand Marcos will pro- 
vide funds for the campaign against the ratification of the draft Constitution. 
This sounds like Marcos. So, happy days will be here again for blocktime 

radio commentators. His bagman fromHawaiiwill soon arrive like a Santa Claus 
and will distribute the money through the usual conduits in the provinces. 

If they haven't already, the money envelops will come in time for Christmas. 
[From “the Monitor" column by Eddie Adlawan]. [Text] [Cebu City VISAYAN 
HERALD in English 11 Dec 86 p 4 HK] /7358 


"ALSA MASA’ DISMANTLING REJECTED--Davao City--The military will not dismantle 
any group like “Alsa Masa" which is fighting communism and running after 
extortionists. Brig. Gen. Romeo N. Recina, southern Mindanao Unified Command 
chief and concurrent PC Recom [Philippine Constabulary Regional Command] 
Officer-in-charge, told Newsmen here Thursday that his command has no reason 
to disband any group that is fighting side by side with government forces. 
Recina's reaction came following recent demands of cause-oriented groups to 
dismantle "Alsa Masa" (People's Uprising) based in Gotamco, Agdao, a depressed 
barangay about three kilometers east of this city. [Text] [Manila THE NEW 
PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 19 Dec 86 p 3 HK] /7358 


SIN URGES END TO CORRUPTION--The government has come under fire from Cardinal 
Sin in a letter read at mass in all the country's Roman Catholic churches. 
Cardinal Sin urged Aquino to get rid of graft and corruption which, he charged, 
has been pervasive in government. Sin said there can be no genuine recon- 
struction of our society until corruption is eliminated. The message marked 
one of the cardinals’ stronjest criticisms to date of the Aquino government. 
[Text] [Baguio City Mountain Province Broadcasting Company in English 0300 
GMT -° Dec 86 HK] /7358 
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THAILAND 


DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER PRAPHAT ON BURMA VISIT 
BKO70904 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 0530 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[Recorded interview with Deputy Foreign Minister Second Lieutenant Praphat 
Limpaphan on his coming visit to Burma given to an unidentified newsman at 
Government House on 6 Janaury] 


[Text] [Praphat] Problems arise concerning the border trade because Burma 
has become more strict nuw. Anyway, the underlying problem is our traders’ 
lack of confidence in the Burmese currency. Our traders suffered serious 
losses when Burma last time devalued the kyat notes and demonetized some de- 
nominations of the kyat. They are afraid of a similar trouble. This must 
be a factor for the current slump in border trade. 


[Question] Is the border trade totally banned, or is there still trading of 
certain goods? 


[Praphat] There is still the trading, but people are more careful in buying and 
selling. They probably accept only the baht or gold as medium for exchanges. 


[Question] How do you monitor the situation? 

{[Praphat] I have been following the situation closely, and tomorrow I will 
leave for Burma. 7 will discuss with the Burmese authorities economic, commer- 
cial, and investment cooperation. There are several topics planned for talks. 
[Question] What about the border trade? 

[Praphat] Our embassy has been reporting on the border trade situation regu- 
larly. We will raise the problem for final clarification. We will try to find 
out about obstalces to bilateral trade, the possibility of joint investment, in 
fisheries and in other fields. We will pay a special attention to the problem 
of fishing. We have fishermen in our delegation during the coming visit. 
[Question] Are they really representing fishermen? 

[Praphat] They are from the Fishery Association. 


[Question] What are the main topics for talks during the coming visit? 
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[Praphat] Our main purpose concerns the border demarcation along River Sai 

and River Ruak. In fact, officials of the two countries have already held 
meetings at technical level. In the coming visit, we will review the findings 
by technical officials, and will try to reach agreement on certain issues. As 
we know, the problem at River Sai and River Ruak is the bank erosion during the 
flooding season. [end recording] 
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THA LLAND 


OFFICIAL ASSESSES TRADE SITUATION WITH BURMA 
BKO61259 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 5 Jan 87 pp 1, 16 


[Text] Regarding the news report that Thai-Burmese trade in Mae Sot district, 
Tak Province has come to a complete halt because the Burmese Government has 
banned imports from Thailand, Deputy Governor of Tak Province Phaibun 
Sapphakit told SIAM RAT that his province has tried to find out the real causes 
of the rpoblem. However, there is no evidence showing that the Burmese Govern- 
ment has banned imports of Thai goods. 


Phaibun caid that there were rumors saying that Japanese had gone to invest 

in Burma and asked Burma to ban imports from Thailand; or sometimes there were 
rumors saying that the Burmese Government does not allow Japanese to invest 
there. All these things are still confused and there is no evidence to prove 
them. “ihe relations between Thailand and Burma are proceeding well in accor- 
danc? with the government's policy. No problems between the two countries have 
occurred. I think that the present relations between the two nations are even 
better than those in the past," Mr Phaibun said. 


According to some merchants’ opinions, the border trade halt problem may be 
because of uncertainty over the value of the kyat currency. There is a fear 
that the Burmese Government may announce to demonetize certain kyat notes as 
it did in 1985, which caused merchants trading along the border to suffer 
losses. The merchants have become more careful in receiving the kyat currency 
and are not willing to release their goods. 


Mr Phaibun continued that the border trade halt problem could also be due to 
the economic situation as well as the problem of influence between the Burmese 
and Karens along the border. So, those traders who do business illegally with 
the Karens will be mostly affected while those trading legally will not be 
affected. 
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MATICHON ANALYZES BORDER TRADE WITH BURMA 
BKO41144 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 4 Jan 87 pp 1, 16 


[Text] Our correspondent reports that trade activities at the market in Mae 
Sot District, Tak Province, have come to a complete halt since early December 
last year when the Burmese Government issued an announcement banning imports 
from Thailand and pledging to punish heavily traders who have Thai goods in 
their stocks. Mae Sot market is the center of the border trade between 
Thailand and Burma. Thai goods, which once sold like hot cakes such as cloth, 
sarongs, cosmetics, fishing nets, nylon ropes, sandals, and food seasonings 
are now left on the shelves in huge surplus at the market. The value of the 
Burmese currency, kyat, has dropped form 100 kyat for 200 baht to only 58-63 
baht. There isa spate of rumors to the effect that the Burmese Government 
might demonetize certain kyat notes again as it did early last year. Meanwhile, 
25-kyat notes, once very popular and scarce, are now flooding the market while 
the 10-kyat notes have disappeared. At the cattle market at Mae Tawo in Tha 
Song Yang District, the 10-kyat note brings 2 percent more when exchanged with 
Thai baht. 


The correspondent believed that the monetary trouble derived from the more 
violent fighting between the Burmese Government soldiers and the Karen rebels 
nears the Thai border. To apply economic pressure on the rebels and to confuse 
trade between them and the Thai side, the Burmese Covernment recalled the 10- 
kyat notes and released the 25-kyat ones into the market, 


Chaleomyot Chansin, chief customs officer of Mae Sot District, disclosed that 
during the first half of December last year, not even one trader applied for 
permission to bring Thai goods into Burma because Burmese authorities would 
confiscate them. Chaloemyot said he did not know the cause of the border trade 
halt since the governments of the two countries have not made any official con- 
tact on this matter. He also noted that the Burmese authorities also prohibited 
exports of Burmese goods such as prawn, dry shrimp and fish, ceramic wares, 

adn handicraft products to Thailand through Mae Sot market. 


Tak Provincial Governor Sombun Phrommet told our correspondent that he had in- 
structed the provincial chamber of commerce and commerce officials to closely 
follow up the situation and advised traders not to keep kyat currency for fear 
of demonetization by the Burmese Government. 
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THAILAND 


VOFA ON CLOSING OF REFUGEE CAMP 
BKO21313 Bankgok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 1030 GMT 30 Dec 86 


[Text] Squadron Leader Prasong Sunsiri, secretary general to the prime minis- 
ter, held a press conference on the closing of the Khao I-dang camp in Prachin 
Buri Province at the meeting hall of the Secretariat of the National Security 
Council at Government House on 29 December. He said that Thailand has faced 
the Indochinese refugee problem for 11 years. The government's policy toward 
the Indochinese refugees and illegal immigra:': since 1975 emphasizes the 
following major points: to allow the refugees to live in Thailand temporarily, 
and the government will solve this problem in line with humanitarian principles 
together with the principles of sovereignty, stability, security, and the 
interests of the nation. It will undertake political and diplomatic measures 
to enable international organizations and communities to have a larger role in 
solving this problem, especially by accepting these people for resettlement in 
third countries, and supporting their voluntary return to taeir homeland with 
the aim of solving the problem and to relieve the plight faced by Thailand and 
the Thai people. 


In 1981, the government established a policy of reducing the number of Indo- 
chinese refugee and illegal immigrant centers to reduce attractive conditions 
for the refugees acd to reduce the government's burden in taking care of then. 
Under the policy, the government has reduced the number of refugee centers from 
20 in 1981 to only 4 at present. There are the Ban Na Pho, Ban Winai, Khao 
I-dang, and Phanat Nikhom refugee centers. There is antoher refugee holding 
center in Chiang Kham District, Phayao Province. There are eight Cambodian 
encampments along the border. A total of 655,354 refugees have entered Thai- 
land since 1975; 546,958 of them have been resettled in third countries, and 
44,449 heve returned to their homeland. One hundred twenty thousand six hundred 
twenty still remain at refugee centers in Thailand. [figures as heard] In 
addition, a total of 267,453 Cambodians live along the border, fleeing attacks 
by Vietnamese soldiers. 


On 13 June 1986 Squadron Leader Prasong Sunsiri told representatives of interna- 
tional organizations and foreign embassies that have provided assistance to 
refugees in Thailand that the Thai Government will close the Khao I-dang camp 
on 31 December; and urged those foreign countries interested in accepting the 
refugees at the Khao I-dang camp to speed up the resettlement procedures for the 
refugees from June to December 1986. During a press conference on 29 September, 
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Prime Minister Prem reiterated the policy of closing the Kaho I-dang center 
as announced. So, notice is hereby served that after 1 January 1987 no Can- 
bodians will be allowed to enter the Khao I-dang camp, and the government will 
gradually relocate the Cambodians in the camp to appropriate border areas. 


The government has to close the Khao I-dang center for three reasons. First, 
the government has a policy of reducing the number of Indochinese refugee and 
illegal immigrant camps to as few as possible for the above reasons. Thus, it 
has proceeded to close the Khao I-dang camp, a temporary shelter for Cambodian 
refugees. Second, the Khao I-dang camp was set up with an aim of providing 
temporary shelter for Cambodians fleeing the war of the Vietnamese soldiers, 
and to allow foreign countries to resettle them. Only 4,873 Cambodians lived 
at the camp during the first period when the camp was set up in 1979. Although 
some of them have been resettled in third countries, more Cambodians have come 
to the camp. After 7 years, as many as 16,737 Cambodians are still living at 
the camp, showing that third countries are no longer paying attention to re- 
settling the remaining Cambodians. Since they have no chance of living in 
other countries, they should go to live together with other Cambodians who 

live en masse along the border wiating to return to their homeland when the 
Cambodian situation improves. Third, if the Khao I-dang camp remains open, 

it would attracg more Cambodians living along the border to sneak into the camp 
with the hope of having a chance to go to third countries, which would cause 
more crimes, and disorder at the camp. 


Thai Government agencies in charge of the refugee issue, such as the Joint 
Operation Center of the Supreme Command Headquarters, Task Force 80, the 
Foreign Ministry, and the Interior Ministry, have held meetings to prepare 
for the closing of the Khao I-dang camp, as well as meetings with representa- 
tives of international organizations like the United Nations, the UN High Com 
missioner for Refugees [UNHCR], the UN Border Relief Operation [UNBRO], and 
the International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC]. All sides concerned 
agreed with the policy of closing the Khao I-dang camp, and made some sugges- 
tions beneficial to the preparations for the closing. The National Security 
Council has used the suggestions of the representatives of Thai Government 
agencies and international organizations in considering methods for the closing 
the camp. It also informed international ortanizations and embassies of for- 
eign countreis which have provided assistance to refugees--the United States, 
France, Australia, Canada, and New Zealand. 


There are three steps to the closing of the Khao I-dang Camp, which have been 
approved by the prime minister. First, to relocate the Cambodians who sneaked 
into the Khao I-dang camp since the end of 1985, whose immediate relocation 
is within the authority of Thai officials because they entered the camp illeg- 
ally, and most of them fled from Site II after committing wrong doings. If 
they return to Site II, they may be harmed by other Cambodians. So, they will 
be relocated to the refugee site at Ban Kaleng Wek, Sangkha District, Surin 
Province. Second, to relocate the about 7,000 Cambodians who fled to the 
camp during the period when Yietnam launche' a fierce dry season offensive in 
1984. This group is called RC [ration card], and is now living at Site VII. 
They will be relocated to Site II and Site B. 


85 





The above stages in the closing of the Khao I-dang camp can be carried out at 
the same time, depending on the situation. Those Cambodians to be relocated 
from the Khao I-dang camp to border areas will be as safe as the other large 
group of more than 260,000 Cambodian compatriots already living there. Units 
of the United Nations will take care of them and provide necessary services. 
However, if there is any fierce fighting which may be dangerous to the Cambo- 
dians along the border, the Thai Government is prepared to evacuate them to 
safe, predesignated areas like it was previously evacuated Cambodians who might 
be attacked by Vietnamese troops from the border to safe areas with good assis- 
tance from international organizations concerned. The necessity for the con- 
tinued activities of international organization at the Khao I-dang camp wiil de 
reduced when the number of Cambodians in the camp is reduced. The ICRC hospital 
at the camp will remain open although all the Cambodians are removed, so that 
is can provide treatment for Cambodians living along the border and for Thai 
people living nearby. Which international organizations will be responsible 
for the protection of those Cambodians relocated to border areas will depend 
on the decision of the UN secretary general and coordination between the UNBRO 
and the UNHCR. 
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THALLAND 


WEEKLY ON CHAWALIT-PRASONG RIVALRY 
BK271201 Bangkok SU ANAKHOT in Thai 10-17 Dec 86 pp 10-13 
{["Article: Big Chiu-Prasong Sunsiri--Two Tigers In the Same Den") 


[Text] In 1983-84 Chawalit Yongchiyut was still a lieutenant general and 
assistant army chief of staff. His major role was carrying out the fight 
against the communists on the principle of making armed suppression secondary 
to political operations. This included his proposal to abrogate the communist 
act, which encountered vigorous opposition from the National Security Council 
[NSC], then headed by Squadron Leader Prasong Sunsiri. 


General Chawalit currently holds the army commander post and Prasong has moved 
from the NSC to become secretary general to the prime minister. It appears 
that a gap has opened up in the once close relationship between General Prem 
and Gen Chawalit and the differences have been papered over by Prasong. 


Not long ago there were reports about attempts to arrest Wing Commander Manat 
Rupkhachon, a suspect in the 9 September coup attempt. Some people feel that 
these attempts and the arrest of 22 communists in Bangkok in 1984 had something 
in common--they badly affected Gen Chawalit's operations. 


When Squadron Leader Prasong was secretary general of the NSC he could be called 
a major intelligence officer in national security matters and he was also a 
thorough and quiet planner. The Prem government had several political crises 
int its confrontation with the army before Gen Chawalit became army commander. 
The role of intelligence from the civilian side under the NSC was regarded 

as a major contribution to the decisions which enabled Gen Prem to remain in 

the prime ministership until today. 


Squadron Leader Prasong has fully joined the government security circle in the 
Prem V [Roman five] Government by becoming secretary general to the prime 
minister probably because the situation has changed and the army has completely 
ceased its confrontation with the government. The army commander, who has a 
close relationship with the prime minister, is also exhibiting his influence 
as he approaches the point of embarking on a political career after leaving 
the army. 


A government source, discussing Prasong and Chawalit as the brains close to 
Prem, syas: “It is good that Prasong has become the prime minister's secretary 


87 





general. Due to Prasong’s intelligence and his access to mny levers that can 
act as a counterbalance, the prime minister can draw on recommends iis from 
two able sources for decisionmaking purposes.” 


Prasong’s role in the controversy over the former commerce minister's approval 
for the import of logs from Burma is evident; he was even called the shadow 
prime minister. M.R. Khukrit Pramot publicly berated Prasong over the issue 
and even criticized the Social Action Party chief over why he negotiated a re- 
shuffle of the commerce portfolio with the prime minister's secretary general 
instead of with the prime minister himself. 


Although establishment of the National Operations Center [NOC] was proposed by 
Gen Chawalit during the Prem IV [Roman four] Government as a solution to all- 
round problems, concrete action on it was taken during the current government 
only when Gen Prem ordered Prasong to take charge of its establishment. A 
Government House source disclosed that the working group on establishment of 
the NOC has worked earnestly and has laid down definite plans of action. The 
center will be located at the former Budget Bureau building and will serve as 
the central headquarters which will have planning rooms. The source said the 
privace and government sectors, including intelligence officials, technocrats, 
and administrators, to solve problems of all types. The center will be able 
to collate information accurately and recommend actions for the prime minister 
within 30 minutes. 


The center's tasks will be national level and if accomplishes what it is supposed 
to, it will be an important organization that makes decisions in all fields for 
the country. 


In the meantime, until the NOC becomes operational, Squadron Leader Prasong has 
an important role as chairman of the committee for coordination of implementa- 
tion of government policies, leading to the committee being dubbed “the Mini 
Cabinet.” The Mini Cabinet coordinates with all ministries, bureaus, depart- 
ments, and divisions to push ahead and inspect bureaucratic activities so that 
they conform to relevant governemnt policies. 


In 1984 the Central Intelligence Department [CID] was elevated to the National 
Intelligence Bureau [NIB] through the efforts of civilian intelligence officials 
concerned with national security who wanted to establirh government intelligence 
networks run by the civilian side, instead of leaving this task in the hands of 
the military as was the case in the past. It was felt that having no intel)!- 
gence network of its own, the government's options had been dictated by the iu- 
telligence fed to it, and it had been deceived on several occasions. 


The inception of the NIB is, therefore, like a new era for the civillan-run 
intelligence organization. It serves to counterbalance intelligence from the 
military and guarantees that the government has its own intelligence. And 
Squadron Leader Prasong was one of the people who pushed for this civilian in- 
telligence agency. The structure of the new NOC stipulates concrete coordination 
with the NSC and the NIB. The source said that after the CID was elevated to 
the NIB, intelligence on political matters became more effective, including the 
monitoring of political groups and coup possibilities which were reported to 
Government House regularly. In particular, now that 4 man who plays an impor- 
tant role on the civilian side has become the prime minister's secretary general, 
the enhanced role of the civilian side has become evident. 








In 1983 when Chawalit was still a lieutenant general and the assistant army 
chief of staff, Order No 66/23 was making a great contribution as communists 
of various levels of importance surrendered to the government. Lt Gen 
Chawalit and the then deputy army chief of staff, Lt Gen Prayen Bunnak, jointly 
proposed abrogation of the Communist Act with the intention of launching a 
major offensive against the Communist Party of Thailand. Their proposal worked 
its way through various levels but was shelved at the National Security Council. 
Prasong, who headed the NSC, reportedly opposed the proposal steadfastly. 
Prasong reportedly also voiced his view that he was not sure if allowing com 
munists to surrender freely per Order No 66/23 might not be detrimental in the 
long run. 


Many observers once placed Prasong among the right wing of communist suppression 
officials. Some claimed he is a representative of the hawkish line. It could 
be that this basic line of thinking was what foiled Lt Gen Chawalit's “politics 
ahead of military” plans at the NSC. Moreover, the capture of 22 communists in 
Bangkok in July 1984 was a big slap in the face for Order No 66/23. The NSC, 
the CID, the Special Branch and the right wing in the army reportedly coordi- 
nated closely in that operation and did not heed Chawalit's opposition. 
Chawalit reportedly opposed the arrests because negotiations for the surrender 
of the arrested were going on. The arrests could have been pushed by some 
wings in the army but it was felt the units responsible for the arrest, such as 
the NSC and the CID, went ahead with the arrests on account of their basic 
philosophical opposition to Order No 66/23. 


Some people feel that the arrest of the 22 communists in 1984 and the Special 
Branch monitored Manat's movements and attempted an arrest. These are the 
same organizations which arrested the 22 communists. The attempt on Manat 
coincided with the time when Chawalit was opening his arms to the Young Turks 
by reinstating 28 of them in the army and was giving his approval for a pro- 
posed bill to give amnesty to the 9 September 1984 coup plotters. 


The search of the home of Manat's sister with a search warrant on 22 November 
was felt to have had a negative impact on the open arms climate for the Young 
Turks. The same evening Chawalit had a party with the Young Turks at a first 
class hotel. 


Gen Chawalit, who was once an aide to Defense Minister Gen Prem, has continued 
to be close to and serve as a brain for Gen Prem to this day, but a gap might 
exist in this close relationship and it seems to have been filled by Squadron 
Leader Prasong. 


Chawalit's suggestions on solutions to several government problems have not 
been implemented. His proposal to bring some senior military officers into 
the government to reduce pressure which existed at that time went unheeded, 
and this caused the gap between him and those officers to widen. 


The balancing role played by the two officials who serve as brains for Gen Pren 


could be based on their vastly different ideas for solving problems and on the 
civilians's idea of establishing influence to balance that of the military. 














Prasong'’s role has become evident since he became secretary general to the 


prime minister because he has in his hands the NSC, the CID, the 
and soon the NOC. At the same time, Chawalit is approaching the 
from the army to a political career. In this atmosphere, rumors 
culated to the effect that distrust has arisen between the Sisao 
Phuttan residents (Prem and Chawalit respectively], pointing out 


Mini Cabinet, 

transition 

are being cir- 
and Suan 

that the rise 


of the civilian brain is an indicator of distrust in the army chief. 
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THAILAND 


THAI RAT ON IMPLICATIONS OF DEMOCRAT PARTY RIFT 
BK250925 Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 24 Dec 86 p 3 
[Editorial: "What Are the Democrats Doing?"] 


[Text] The rift within the Democrat Party, the biggest party in the current 
coalition government, is approaching tire point of no return. The rift aiaounts 
to a split into two factions--one consisting of those in the current cabinet 
and the other those outside the cabinet--which will fight it out in the 

10 January party Executive Committee election. 


Fights within political parties are normal in a democratic society. At first 
the Democrat Party tried to convince people that being a denccratic political 
party with a democratic party constitution the fights were not unusual, How- 
ever, people would have understood and would not have regarded the fights as 
serious if they had not persisted so long. But having realized that the fights 
within the Democrat Party are based largely on personal matters and are a game 
between rival factions to wrest power from each other, with total disregard 

for any compromise and with the intention of burying one another, people have 
lost any faith in the fights being normal. 


People would not care if the Democrat Party were a private business firm or 
association, but it is the biggest party in the government. Rifts within it 
will definitely affect the stability of the government. 


Playing politics as if it were a private game is one reason why the political 
party system in Thailand lacks sufficient development and stability and is a 

major reasen for people's lack of faith in the democratic administrative sys- 
tem. This often enables the side which opposes democracy to use this system 

to justify its actions. It would be very sad indeed if the oldest political 

party with a history of very tenacious struggle for democracy were to become 

the cause of such justification now. The Democrat Party's slogan: “to lead 

the economy out of disaster and to strengthen democracy," received the great- 
est of support from the people in the past election. We now wonder, however, 
what the party is doing today. 
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THAILAND 


DAILY VIEWS SECESSIONIST PROBLEM, SOLUTIONS 
BK251130 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 24 Dec 86 p & 
[Editorial: "Solutions to the Sucession Problem"] 


[Text] The paper THE NATION on 23 December carried a news report by Tunsathit 
Thapthim saying that there are indications that Muslim terrorists in the five 
southernmost provinces are focusing on a political approach after their mili- 
tary activities had been effectively curbed by government authorities. 


The news report quoted several government officers as saying that the Muslim 

terrorists are expected to scale down their violent struggle next in order to 
improve their image. The officers also said the terrorists have demanded the 
establishment of a Muslim university in south region and permission for Thai 

Muslim officials to wear Islamic dress during working hours. 


The report also said that many leaders among the Thai Muslims have been sup- 
porting tiie so-called Mujahidin movement--[words indistinct] formed secession- 
ist group which has emerged following the failure of PULO [Pattani United 
Liberation Organization] and the BRN [Barisan Revolusi Nasional--National Revo- 
lutionary Front] [words indistinct]. 


The report backs up charges that have been made over the sincerity of the govern- 
ment in dealing with the Thai Muslims: 


1, The problem of Muslim students from various institutions of higher-learning 
opposing a proposal by the National Security Council to the Education Ministry 

to limit thenumber of private religious schools by not issuing any new permits. 
If any such school decides to close, it will not be allowed to reopen. 





2. Efforts to delay the establishment of an institute of Islamic studies in 
the Prince of Songkhla University's Pattani campus. 


3. A case involving a Thai Muslim university lecturer who was framed by the 
administration of the university after she demanded the right to wear Islamic 
dress during official hours. 


These three caser show that there is still religious discrimination in the 
country, which is not in line with the terms of the constitution on equality 
in rights and freedom. 











We believe that only by treating the Muslim people straightforwardly and sin- 
cerely, as his majesty the king has done, will it be possible to help them 
maintain a sense of being 100 percent Thais. The problem will continue if 
the government distrusts them. 


Although the separatist movements exist, we do not believe that they will be 
able to spread their influence as long as the government does not force the 
majority of the Thai Muslims into their arms. 


We hold that the government should give up some of its measures as soon as 
possible; otherwise, real stability will never occur in the five southernmost 
provinces. 
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THAILAND 


BRIEFS 


OUTGOING CSSR AMBASSADOR--Standing in for the king, today tne crown prince 
received CSSR Ambassador Josef Bozek at the Royal Guards Regiment headquarters. 
The CSSR ambassador came to say farewell upon completion of his ass‘ gnment in 
Thailand. [Text] [Bangkok Television Service in Thai 1300 GMT 19 Dec 86 BK] 
/12232 


EEC RICE AID---The EEC representative to Thailand made public on 18 December 
that the EEC has decided to donate 15,400 metric tons of rice to the refugee 
relief project in Thailand in 1987. The rice will be purchased in Thailand 
and handed over to the Thai Interior Ministry for distribution to refugees. 
[Text] [Bangkok Voice o:1 Free Asia in Thai 1030 GMT 19 Dec 86 BK] /12232 


ROK FINANCIAL AID--ROK Ambassador to Thailand Kim Chwa-su today called Foreign 
Minister Sitthi Sawetsila at the Foreign Ministry to present $50,000 cash as 
aid to the Thai people who have been affected by fightings in Cambodia as well 
as Cambodian refugees into Thailand. The ROK Government gave $20,000 in 1985 
and $30,000 in 1986 to the Thai Government as relief funds for the Cambodian 
refugees living along the Thai-Cambodian border. [Summary] [Bangkok Voice 
of Free Asia in Thai 1303 GMT 12 Dec 86 BK] /12232 


NEPALESE AMBASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS--At Chitlada Palace today, the king 
and the crown prince received credentials from Ramchandra Bahadur Singh, the 
Nepalese ambassador plenipotentiary to Thailand. [Text] [Bangkok Domestic 
Service in Thai 1300 GMT 29 Dec 86 BK] /12232 


OUTGOING AMBASSADORS--At Chitlada Palace today, the king and the crown prince 
received Sri Lankan Ambassador (Don Erwin Kodakay) and his wife who said 
goodbye upon completion of his assignment in Thailand. Then they received 
Archbishop Rene Rafael Martino, the Vatican ambassador to Thailand, who said 
goodbye upon completion of his assignment in Thailand. [Text] [Bangkok 
Domestic Service in Thai 1300 GMT 29 Dec 86 BK] /12232 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY VIETNAM 


RADIO FEATURE CLAIMS 1,500 PRC SOLDIERS KILLED 5-7 JANUARY 
BKO81458 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1400 GMT 8 Jan 86 


[From station editor Vu Dinh Vinh's feature "Heighten Vigilance for National 
Defense" |] 


[Excerpt] On these very first days of 1987, while our government is clearly 
showing its goodwill and desire for peace and friendship with the Chinese 
people, the Chinese authorities have conducted serious acts of war against 
Vietnam on the Sino-Vietnamese border, specifically as follows: 


At dawn on 5 January, taking advantage of bad weather, Chinese troops fired 
14,000 artillery and mortar rounds of various calibers in support of 3 attacks 
by an infantry division on the southern parts of Hills 685 and 233, Height 
1100, and an unnamed hill north of Vi Xuyen District in Ha Tuyen Province. 
That day, the armed forces of Vi Xuyen District, with their high vigilance 

und good combat skills, broke all the attacks by the enemy. We decimated 

2 regiments, inflicted heavy losses on 2 battalions, and killed nearly 500 
enemy soldiers. 








On 6 January, the enemy sent a company to mount a surprise raid on our 
position south of Hill 685. Our forces, detecting the enemy in time, 
organized a counterattack, killing many enemy soldiers with the bodies of 
25 of them being left on the battlefield. 


Worthy of note is that between 0600 and 1800 on 7 January, Chinese troops 
fiercely shelled many areas in Vi Xuyen District, firing up to 60,000 
artillery and mortar rounds of various calibers. This was a record number 
of shells fired by the enemy on one day; and some enemy shells landed up 
to 18 km deep inside our territory--only 2 km away from Ha Giang City. 


On 7 January, the enemy fielded a division-sized force to launch 15 waves 

of attacks on various hills situated in Vietnamese territory such as the 
southern and southeastern parts of Hills 233 and 635, Height 1100, the 
southern part of Hill 1509, and Pa Han. Our local armed forces repulsed 

all the enemy attacks and decimated three infantry regiments, killing nearly 
900 enemy troops and setting ablaze and destroying a lot of weapons and 
other war materiel. 
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Thus, on the 3 days 5, 6, and 7 January 1987, the enemy launched large-scale 
land-grabbing attacks under fierce artillery cover on a series of hills 

in our territory, using a division-sized infantry force and dirferent 
combat maneuvers. However, also during those 3 days, they courted heavy 
defeats. According to still incomplete statistics, our local armed forces 
and people killed nearly 1,500 enemy soldiers, decimated 5 enemy infantry 
regiments, razed many trenches, bunkers, and ammo dumps, and destroyed a 
lot of enemy weapons and other war materiel. 


Our combatants claimed total control over the battlefield, repulsed the 
enemy, and forced them to leave the bodies of many of their dead on the 
battlefield. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE, AND AID VIETNAM 


INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PEACE ASSESSED 
BKO60945 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2330 GMT 25 Dec 86 


[Radio editor Vu Dinh Vinh's feature: "Heighten Vigilance for National 
Defense" ] 


[Text] Dear comrades and friends, we are now nearing the end of 1986. As 

is universally known, the year 1986 has witnessed the struggle of progressive 
mankind to oppose war and defend peace for each nation as well as for the 
entire world. Our Vietnamese people have, by their own actions, positively 
contributed to that common cause. It can be said that since the beginning 

of 1986, the struggle movement for peace has always attracted the broad 
participation of progressive mankind, of which the Soviet Union and the 
socialist system invariably serve as the mainstay and a vanguard force. 


The year 1986 is called the International Year of Peace. From the forums 
of the United Nations, the Nonaligned Movement, and other international 
organizations, strong voices have repeatedly been heard demanding peace and 
a stop to warmongering. The torch run for peace and for the future of 
children, which was lit for 86 days and nights and passed through 65 major 
cities of 45 countries in the world, stopped over in Vietnam from 5 to 20 
November. This can be seen as a show of will and determination of nations 
for stable peace and especially for the welfare of future generations. 


In many large Western European cities where NATO offices and military bases 
are situated, and right in the United States, large demonstrations with 
record numbers of participants have taken place, even under harsh weather 
conditions. Many mothers brought along their young children whose innocent 
faces seemed to sense the perils that would befall them all unless the 
dangerous arms race conducted by imperialism were checked. 


Prominent and taking the vanguard in the broad peace movement mentioned 
above are still the Soviet Union and our socialist system. Aware of its 
lofty responsibility, the Soviet Union has put forward many important peace 
initiatives that attract the attention and concern of all nations. Speaking 
at Vladivostok and Reykjavik, on television and radio, and at many other 
forums and conferences, Comrade Gorbachev, general secretary of the CPSU 
Central Committee, referred to the correct and positive foreign policy and 
concrete and realistic proposals aimed at eliminating nuclear weapons between 
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now and the end of this century; and the Soviet Union has, on many 
occasions, taken the initiative in unilaterally suspending nuclear tests. 


While at the Far East back in July, Comrade Gorbachev extended peace 
initiatives toward countries in the Asia-Pacific region. At the capital 

of India while visiting that country in late November, he again joined the 
host country in putting forward a joint peace initiative aimed at establishing 
peace and security in South Asia and the Indian Ocean. The member-countries 
of the Warsaw Pact organization advanced at their conference in June 1986 

a proposal with the NATO member-countries to reduce conventional armed 
forces and cut down on intermediate-range nuclear weapons in Europe which 

is an important region of the world. The Mongolian Government also offered 
peace initiatives and concrete proposals to the Asian countries concerned. 
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia have on many occasions proposed the resumption 
of talks and negotiations with their neighboring countries with the aim of 
easing world tension, proceeding toward normalization of relations, and 
building Southeast Asia into a zone of peace, stability, friendship, and 
cooperation. 


However, the situation in 1986 shows that imperialist and reactionary forces 
have yet to relinquish their dark designs. A British newspaper said on 

2 December that although 1986 is designated International Year of Peace, 
worldwide military expenditures this year may reach 600 billion pounds 
sterling. Unlimited military spendings have built up accumulating debts 

and created instability in the Third World. The entire world is spending 
1.2 million pounds sterling every minute for military purposes. 


And as everyone knows, the United States is leading the world in military 
spending. In 1986, it has spent $289 billion for its costly and very 
dangerous arms race. Refusing to follow the Soviet example, the Washington 
administration has continued with its nuclear arms tests and the perfection 
of its trio of strategic weapons in a bid to strike the first nuclear blow. 
Reagan's stubborn attitude of holding on to the Star Wars, SDI program, 
made the Soviet-U.S. summit back in October at the capital of Iceland fail 
to achieve the expected results. That highly adventurous SDI program which 
has cost the United States a rate of $5~-7 billion a year can be regarded as 
a nuclear sword hanging above the heads of mankind. 


Meanwhile, the United States’ acts of military alliance and intervention, 

its threats of aggression, and its wars of proxy have strained the situation 
in many regions of the world. The Reagan administration has pursued its 
reactionary Asia-Pacific strategy by strengthening the Washington-Tokyo-Seoul 
military alliance, bringing nuclear arms into this region, and conducting 
large-scale military exercises with Japan and South Korea. 


In Southeast Asia, the United States has publicly supported the Khmer 
reactionaries and provided them with ald so they can, together with other 
reactionary forces, hold on to their ridiculous 8-point proposal; conducted 
joint military exercises with Thailand near the Cambodian border; and set up 
strategic arms stockpiles on Thai soil. At the same time, the United States 





has tried by every means to support the reactionaries in launching an 
undeclared war against Afghanistan. Back in April, under the pretext 

of opposing state terrorism, the Reagan administration unwarrantedly 

ordered its aircraft to bomb and strafe various Libyan cities on the shore 

of the Mediterranean in realization of its traditional policy of piracy. 
Regarding the Nicaraguan revolution, the Caribbean, and Central American 
regions, the Reagan administration has repeatedly taken actions aimed at 
launching an aggressive attack anytime to overthrow the fledging revolutionary 
administration there. 


Since November 1986, when the secret U.S. arms sale to Iran was brought to 
light, the entire world has clearly seen the true face of the Reagan 
administration. Instead of contributing to resolving the all too drawn-out 
Iran-Iraq conflict, the action taken by the United States was tantamount 

to auding fuel to the fire. People have become even more indignant upon 
learning that the Reagan administration transferred the profits from its 
arms sale to Iran to the counterrevolutionary Contras via the CIA for the 
purpose of opposing the Nicaraguan Government as well as to the rebels in 
Angola and Afghanistan. 


The Reagan administration is being caught ever more deeply in the quagmire 
which the U.S. press refers to as Irangate. As compared with the Watergate 
scandal which brought an end to Nixon's political life, Reagan's current 
Irangate scandal is even more sordid and despicable. It is not known how 
Reagan will try to get himself out of this quagmire, but one thing is clear, 
that is through this scandal, progressive mankind has come to understand 
ever more clearly the reactionary nature and odious maneuvers of the warlike 
U.S. forces, 


The year 1986 provides us with an overall picture of two totally opposing 
forces in the world. Nevertheless, the forces otruggiing for the defense 
of peace and the prevention of a nuclear holocaust--of which the Soviet 
Union and the socialist system serve as the pillar--and the movements for 
national independence, democracy, and social progress are superior in 
strength; and, by bringing this strength into play, it is sure that they 
will succeed in firmly defending peace on our planet. Meanwhile, no matter 
how they may writhe in their frenzy, the warlike, reactionary forces can 

in no way reverse their setbacks and decline. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE, AND AID VIETNAM 


REPORTAGE ON GREETINGS TO NGUYEN VAN LINH ON REELECTION 
PRK's Heng Samrin Greeting 
BXO70703 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 20 Dec 86 pp 1, 4 


("Full Text" of 18 December messajie of Greetings from KPRP General Secretary 
Heng Samrin to CPV General Secretary Nguyen Van Linh] 


[Text] Dear comrade, on behalf of the Central Committee of the Kampuchean 
People's Revolutionary Party and the Cambodian people and in my own name, 
we are very happy to convey to you our fraternal sentiments and cordial 
congratulations on your being elected general secretary of the Communist 
Party of the Vietnam Central Committee. 


We are confident that, under the clear-sighted leadership of the CPV headed 
by you, an outstanding leader, the heroic people of Vietnam will record still 
greater successes in building a prosperous socialist society in the 

Socialist Republic of Vietnam, thereby making an active contribution to 

the socialist construction in the three Indochinese countries and a great 
contribution to the world people's revolutionary cause. 


On this occasion, we wish you the best of health and glorious success in 
fulfilling your noble duties. 


May we convey to you our profound revolutionary sentiments. 
Laos’ Kaysone Phomvihan Creeting 
BKO70707 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietaamese 20 Dec 86 pp 1, 4 


("Full Text" of 18 December Message of Greetings from LPRP General Secretary 
Kaysone Phomvihan to CPV General Secretary Nguyen Van Linh] 


[Text] Dear comrade, on behalf of the Lao People's Revolutionary Party 
Central Committee and in my own name, I convey to you my warm greetinge 

and congratulations on your being elected general secretary of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam Central Committee. 


Your election to this high post reflects the profound trunt of the entire 
party in you, a staunch revolutionary with rich experience in leading the 
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fraternal Vietnamese people in the struggle for independence, freedon, 

and socialism. I am firmly convinced that under the leadership of the CPV 
headed by you, the Vietnamese people will successfully implement the 
resolution of the Sixth Congress of the glorious CPV. 


I wish you the best of health and success in your noble mission. 
Husak, Kadar, Zhivkov Creeting 
BKO60656 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 21 Dec 86 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Czechoslovakia: Comrade Gustav Husak, general secretary of the 
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia Central Committee has sent to Comrade 
Nguyen Van Linh, general secretary of the CPV Central Committee the following 
congratulatory message: 


Dear Comrade Nguyen Van Linh, 


On behalf of the Czechoslovak C mmunist Party Central Committee and ou my 
own behalf, I convey to you my cordial comradely greetings and my best 
wishes on your election as general secretary of the CPV Central Committee. 
This is a manifestation of firm confidence and trust extended tc you by 
the entire Vietnamese party members and people. 


We are confident that under the CPV leadership, the Vietnamese people will 
score new victories in their socialist construction and in implementing 
various heavy tasks set forth by the Sixth CPV Congress. 


We have always honored the close friendship and comprehensive cooperation 
between our two fraternal parties and nations. We will do our best to 
satisfactorily develop and strengthen these relations. 


Dear comrade, I wish you, the CPV Central Committee, and the Vietnamese 
people many new achievements in their activities for the prosperity of the 
SRV, and in the common struggle for peace, socialism, and social progress 
in the world. 


Hungary: On 18 December, Comrade Janos Kadar, general secretary of the 
Hungarian Socialist Worker's Party sent to Comrade Nguyen Van Linh, general 
secretary of the CPV Central Committee the following congratulatory message: 


Dear Comrade Nguyen Van Linh, 


Ou behalf of the Hungarian Socialist Worker's Party Central Committee and 
on my own behalf, I convey our sincere greetings to you on your election 
as general secretary of the CPV Central Committee. 


We wish you good health and many achievements in implementing resolutions 
of the Sixth CPV Congress. Let us strengthen ever profoundly the friendship 
of our tw) peoples for peace, socialism, and our common care. 
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Bulgaria: Comrade Todor Zhivkov, general secretary of the Bulgarian 
Communist Party Central Committee has sent to Comrade Nguyen Van Linh, 
general secretary of the CPV Central Committ<e the following congratulatory 
message: 


Dear Comrade Nguyen Yan Linh, 


On behalf of the Bulgarian Communist Party Central Committee and on my own 
behalf, I convey to you my warmest greetings on your election as general 
secretary of the CPV Central Committee. 


Our communists and workers in Bulgaria know and highly appraise you as an 
outstanding leader who has won the confidence and respect of the CPV and 
the Vietnamese people. The fact that you have been elected to this most 
important position is a manifestation of the Vietnamese people's confidence 
in you and their recognition for your peitsonal sacrifice in the struggle 
for national independence and freedom and in socialist construction. 


We strongly believe that the fraternal friendship and the comprehensive 
cooperation between our two communist parties and nations wil! be consistently 
developed and expanded on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and socialist 
internationalism for the interests of our two peoples, peace, and socialism 
in the world. 


Dear Comrade Nguyen Van Linh, I wish you a good health and many new, ever 
greater achievements in your noble tasks aimed at triumphantly fulfilling 
the Resolutions of the Sixth CPV Congress, thus helping develop further the 
socialist society in your fatherland. 


Please accept, dear comrade, my communist salutation. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE, AND AID VIETNAM 


VUNG TAU-CON DAO MEETING GREETS CPV CONGRESS 
BKO50517 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 22 Dec 86 


[Text] Vung Tau-Con Dao Special Zone wired-radio station reporter (Duc Lien} 
reported that a meeting was held by the Special Zone on the afternoon of 
22 December to greet the success of the Sixth Party Congress. 


A total of 700 representatives of the people from various walks of life, 
cadres, and combatants throughout the Special Zone attended the meeting. 
Comrade (Bararo), Soviet consul general in Vung Tau-Con Dao, was also 
on hand. 


At the meeting, Comrade Le Quang Thanh, member of the party Central 
Committee and secretary of the Special Zone Party Committee, made a report 
on the results and success of the Sixth National Party Congress. He 
highlighted the major lessons of experience and the important issues 
reviewed and resolved by the Sixth Party Congress. He called on the people 
of all strata and combatants in the Special Zone to expeditiously carry 

out the tasks set forth by the resolution of the congress, specifically 

to effect changes in the marine product sector, including catching, farn.ng, 
and processing; to strongly expand the service industry and develop house- 
hold economy; to create proper conditions for the small industry and 
handicraft sector to produce more consumer goods for society; and to furth+r 
promote local production activities to provide goods for export. In the 
immediate future, efforts must be concentrated on fulfilling the targets 

of the 1986 state plan end creating favorable conditions for euccessfully 
implementing the 1987 state plan. 


Comrade (Bararo), Soviet consul general in Vung Tau-Con Dao, warmly greeted 
the success of our Sixth Party Congress. On behalf of the Soviet workers 
in the Special Zone, he expressed the unchanged resolve to ceaselessly 
strengthen the fine friendship between the Soviet Union and Vietnam and, 
especially, to satisfactorily implement the recommendations made by 
Comrade Ligachev, member of the Politburo, secretary of the CPSU Central 
Commitcee, and head of the CPSU delegation to the Sixth CPV Congress, 
during his recent visit to the Vung Tau-Con Dac Special Zone. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE, AND AID VIETNAM 


VAN TIEN DUNC GREETED 
BKO70410 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 29 Dec 86 


[Text] On the occasion of the 42d founding anniversary of the VPA, the 
comrade defense ministers of various fraternal countries have sent 
greeting messages to Comrade Senior General Van Tien Dung, our defense 
minister. 


The message from Comrade General Florian Siwicki, minister of national 
defense of the Polish People's Republic, reads in part as follows: 


On the occasion of the VPA's founding anniversary, on behalf of the 
Ministry of National Defense of the Polish People's Republic and on my 
owr. behalf, I would like to convey to you, comrade, and all the heroic 
combatants of the SRV our warmest greetings. We firmly believe that the 
close fraternal solidarity between the peoples and armies of our two 
countries--a solidarity that is based on a common ideal and on fraternal 
cooperation--will develop increasingly for the sake of the security of the 
two countries and for the benefits of peace and socialism. 


The message from Colonel Salih ‘Ubayd Ahmad, alternate member of the 
party Central Committee Politburo and defense minister of the People's 
Democratic Republic of Yemen, reads in part as follows: 


On the occasion of the fraternal VPS's 42d founding anniversary, on behalf 
of the combatants, non-commissioned officers, and officers of the Armed 
Forces of the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen, we would like to convey 
to you, comrade, and through you, comrade, to all the combatants of the 
heroic VPA our warmest greetings. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE, AND AID VIETNAM 


BURMESE NATIONAL DAY GREETING 
BKO040230 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 3 Jan 87 


[Text] On the occasion of the 39th anniversary of the Independence Day 
of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma, on (? 3) January 
Chairman of the Council of State Truong Chinh sent a message of greetings 
to His Excellency U San Yu, president and chairman of the State Council 
of Burma. The message read in full as follows: 


On the occasion of the 39th anniversary of the Independence Day of the 
Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma, may I extend my warm greetings 
to Your Excellency and the Burmese people. 


I wish the Burmese people prosperity and happiness and Your Excellency 
good health. 


On the same day, Pham Van Dong, chairman of the Council of Ministers, sent 
the following congratulatory message to Burmese Prime Minister U Maung 
Maung Kha: 


On the occasion of the 39th anniversary of the Independence Day of the 
Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma, I would like to extend to Your 
Excellency and the Burmese people my warm greetings. 


May the friendship between the SRV and the Socialist Republic of the 
Union of Burma further consolidate and develop in the interest of the two 
peoples and of peace, stability, and prosperity in Southeast Asia. 


I wish Your Excellency good health. 


On this occasion, Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach also sent a message of 
greetings to his Burmese counterpart, U Ye Gaung. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE, AND AID VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


HAIPHONG, CSSR CITY COOPERATION AGREEMENT--With the agreement of the party 
Central Committees and the states of Vietnam and the CSSR, Haiphong 
Municipality and the North Moravian Krag have established sisterhood to 
strengthen the exchanges of experience and mututal assistance between the 
two localities in various socioeconomic fields. To reach agreement on the 
concrete objectives of cooperation, a delegation of the party organization 
and administration of the North Moravian Krag headed by Comrade (?Vaclav 
Sipek), member of the Czechoslovak Communist Party Central Committee and 
first secretary of the North Moravian [rag party committee [position as 
heard], paid a working visit to Haiphong Municipality. The leaders of the 
two localities have signed an agreement on cooperation based on sisterhood. 
[Text] [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 24 Dec 86 BK] /12858 


1986 ECONOMIC-CULTURAL COOPERATION--The economic-cultural relations between 
Vietnam and Cambodia made remarkable headway in 1986. The cooperation 
program, based on the actual economic and cultural requirements of the two 
countries and carried out on a large scale and in an effective manner, has 
brought good prospects for their future relationship. Over the past 8 years, 
the Vietnamese side has basically completed thousands of projects as part 

of their assistance given to the Cambodian people in all fields--economic, 
industrial, agricultural, communications, transportation, postal, and 
trade--with the emphasis on those spearhead sectors such as grain, marine 
products, forestry, and rubber as well as on many cul al and artistic 
projects. Many of these projects have been given as nvnrefundable aid. From 
these improvements and prospects in the economic-cultural cooperation program 
between the two countries, the special friendship and the all-around coopera- 
tion between Vietnam and Cambodia have been increasingly consolidated and 
developed through the reality of national construction and defense. The 
cooperation in the period ahead between the two countries will generate new, 
positive advances and contribute to achieving successfully the targets for 
each country's economic and cultural construction while creating favorable 
conditions for expanding the new scope of cooperation between the two 
countries. [Text] [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 1 Jan 87 BK] 
/12858 
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KUFNCD DELEGATION VISITS--At the invitation of the VFF Central Committee, 

a 4elegation of the KUFNCD National Council headed by its vice-chairman, 
Comrade Men Chhan, visited Vietnam from 23 December 1986 to 1 January 1987. 
During its stay in Vietnam, the delegation paid a homage to Ho Chi Minh 
Mausoleum, visited the residence and office of the late president, held 

talks and exchanged experience with Comrade Huynh Tan Phat, chairman of the 
Presidium and other comrades in the Presidium and Secretariat of the VFF 
Central Committee, toured the third exhibition-fair of Vietnamese economy 

and technology and the exhibition on the cultures of the Vietnamese people 

of various ethnic minorities groups, exchanged experience with the standing 
boards of the VFF committees of various cities such as Hanoi and Haiphong 

and of Ha Nam Ninh Province, studied the front work at a number of district, 
war, and village organs, and visited a number of economic and cultural 
establishments in the above localities. The delegation was sincerely and 
warmly welcomed by many comrades representing the party committee echelons, 
the administration, and the fronts of various localities and establishments. 
On 31 December 1986 Comrade Vu Oanh, secretary of the party Central Committee 
cordially received the delegation. On 1 January 1987 the delegation concluded 
with fine success its visit to Vietnam and departed for home. [Text] [Hanoi 
Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 2 Jan 87 BK] /12858 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT VIETNAM 


NGUYEN THANH BINH ATTENDS CEREMONY 
BKO61328 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 27 Dec 86 


{Text] This morning, [27 December], the Hanoi College of Construction held 
a solemn ceremony to mark its 20th founding anniversary and to receive 

the labor order, first class, awarded by the state. Comrade Nguyen Thanh 
Binh, memiver of the party Central Committee Political Bureau and secretary 
of the Hanoi municipal party committee, attended the ceremony. 


In a report read at the ceremony, Professor (Pham Ngoc Dang), dean of the 
Hanoi College of Construction, said: To date, through 31 long-term training 
courses, 26 special courses, and 26 on-the-job training courses, the college 
has trained for the ccuntry 12,510 scientific and technical cadres and 
economic managerial cadres with a college level education. By developing 
their specialized ability and firmly maintaining their ethical quality, 
these cadres have been able to satisfy the practical needs of the country. 
Many of them have now been entrusted with heavy responsibilities at various 
construction services and design institutes or have served as directors 

at many construction projects in and outside the army. 


Addressing the ceremony, Comrade Nguyen Thanh Binh affirmed the 
contributions of the college to the capital of Hanoi and expressed the 

hope that the college would further develop its scientific and technical 
potential, continue developing the achievements it has recorded in training 
work, and contribute even more voluminously to building the capital in the 
new stage. 


On this occasion, Comrade Hoang Xuan Tuy, vice minister of higher and 
vocational education, in his capacity as a former cadre of the faculty of 
construction, also delivered a speech urging teachers and students of the 
college to exert still greater efforts in the tasks of building a contingent 
of cadres and training students to realistically support the construction 
of material bases, as well as in caring for the livelihood of all cadres 
and students of the college. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT VIETNAM 


DO MUOI ATTENDS ANNIVERSARY OF SOCIAL INSURANCE FUNDS 
BKO71346 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 27 Dec 86 


[Text] A meeting was held this morning, 27 December, by the Vietnam 
Confederation of Trade Unions [VCTU] to mark the 25th anniversary of 

VCTU management of the social insurance funds and social insurance work. 
Comrade Do Muoi, member of the party Central Committee Political Bureau 

and vice chairman of the Council of Ministers attended and addressed the 
meeting. Comrade Hoang Quoc Viet, former VCTU president, and representatives 
of various sectors at the central level and in Hanoi, and of a number of 
provinces, cities, and rest and convalescence centers belonging to the 

VCTU were also present. 


Over the past 25 years, despite the many difficulties they experienced 

in managing the social insurance funds and social insurance work, the 

VCTU and grass-roots trade union organizations have made numerous efforts 
to ensure that cadres, workers, and civil servants throughout the country 
enjoyed the benefits of social insurance. The 1986 social insurance budget 
represented a forty-fold increase over that of 1982. Nearly 2 billion dong 
have been spent for sickness, childbirth, and labor accident compensations 
alone in the past 25 years. In addition, workers and civil servants 

have enjoyed other benefits such as free medicines, medical treatment, 

and hospitalization in case of illness, childbirth, or labor accident. 

More than 3.5 million workers and civil servants throughout the country 
are now entitled to various social insurance systems. In various 
enterprises, hospitals, and schools of 40 provinces, cities, and special 
zones, more than 17,000 grass-roots units have planned to institute social 
insurance systems. 





To further improve the provision of social insurance for workers and 
civil servants, the VCTU is studying a radical revision of various social 
insurance and rest and recreation systems to suit the new situation and 
is preparing to promulgate a law on social insurance. 


Speaking at the meeting, Comrade Do Muoi praised the achievements already 
recorded over the past 25 years in the provision of social insurance 

for cadres, workers, and civil servants. He reminded the VCTU that, in the 
period ahead, it should regularly report to the party and state on its 
activities in managing the social insurance funds and social insurance work. 
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This is aimed at promptly reporting what has or has not been done and any 
difficulty in this work so as to achieve even more vigorous progress in 
the task of caring for the health of cadres, workers, and civil servants. 
In the immediate future, the VCTU should contribute to implementing the 
resolution of the Sixth Party Congress. 


Comriide Do Muoi presented the Labor Order, third class, to workers and 
civi’. servants in charge of managing the social insurance funds of the 
trade unions at various levels who had scored achievements in social 
insurance work in the past 25 years. He also awarded the same honor to 
cadres, workers, and civil servants of the Sam Son railway sector's rest 
and recreation center, the convalescence house on Quy Nhon, and the Thanh 
Da rest and recreation center in Ho Chi Minh City in recognition of their 
outstanding achievements in the past 5 years 1981-1986. 


On this occasion, the VCTU presented the Outstanding Unit Banner to the 
trade union federations of Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, Haiphong, Ha Bac, 

and Nghia Binh, and awarded certificates of merit to 48 collectives and 
32 individuals credited with good achievements in social insurance work. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


SOCIALIST PARTY ON SIXTH CPV CONGRESS--On 19 December the Vietnam Socialist 
Party held a grand meeting to welcome the success of the Sixth CPV Congress. 
Comrade Nguyen Xien, general secretary of the Vietnam Socialist Party, 
delivered a speech pointing out the fine success of the Sixth CPV Congress 
and affirming that this was an important development which truly ushered 

in a new period of activity in all aspects of the country. He said: The 
Political Report and Resolutions of the congress recapitulated and reflected 
the will and aspirations of the people of all strata in the country and our 
compatriots living abroad. [Text] [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1000 GMT 23 Dec 86 BK] /12858 


CPV CENTRAL COMMITTEE'S THANK-YOU NOTE--In the past, compatriots and combat- 
ants throughout the country as well as compatriots from abroad and 
international delegations to the congress had made valuable contributions to 
the fine success of the Sixth Party Congress. On this occasion, all echelons 
and sectors, the VFF, the Democratic Party, the Socialist Party, mass 
organizations, public organs, units, people of all walks of life at home, 

and overseas Vietnamese, together with fraternal parties, revolutionary 
movements, and progressive organizations in many countries, international 
organizations, and friends throughout the world, have sent letters and 
message of congratulations to the CPV Central Committee, sixth tenure, and 
Comrade General Secretary Nguyen Van Linh, extending their rich sentiments 
and strong encouragement to our party and people. The CPV Central Committee 
would like to respectfully express its profound gratitude and pledge its 
determination to lead the satisfactory implementation of the Sixth Party 
Congress resolution so as to be worthy of the confidence of the entire party 
and people and of friends throughout the five continents. [Signed] The CPV 
Central Committee ["Thank-You Message" from the Sixth CPV Central Committee-- 
date not given] [Text] [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 

6 Jan 87 BK] /12858 


LAW ON MARRIAGE, FAMILY PROMULGATED--On 3 January, Truong Chinh, chairman of 
the Council of State, signed an order promulgating the Law on Marriage 

and Family. The order read in full as follows: Republic Socialist of Vietnam 
Independence - Freedom - Happiness The Council of State, Order No LCT-HDNN 7 
The Council of State of the Republic of Vietnam, by virtue of Article 100 of 
the Constitution of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and Article 34 of the 


Law on Organization of the National Assembly and Council of State, hereby 
promulgates the Law on Marriage and Family passed by the National Assembly 


of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam on 19 December 1986. Hanoi, 3 January 
1987. [Signed] Truong Chinh, chairman of the Council of State of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam. [Text] [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 8 Jan 87 BK) /12858 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE, AND FINANCE VIETNAM 


RADIO REPORTS ‘MAIN TARGETS’ OF 1987 ECONOMIC PLAN 
BKO10955 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0500 GMT 1 Jan 87 


[Text] The 12th session of the 7th SRV National Assembly has adopted a 
resolution on the 1987 socioeconomic development plan with the following 
main targets: 


— Gross social product will increase by 7.8 percent, and national income 
by 7.9 percent over 1986. 


— Gross industrial output value will be up by 9 percent over 1986, with 
the industrial output value of consumer goods increasing by 10 percent. 


— Gross agricultural output value will increase by 6.2 percent over 1986. 
The volume of grain output in paddy equivalent will be 19.2 million metric 
tons. The amount of grain procured by the state will total 4.5 million 
metric tons in paddy equivalent. 


— The total sum to be invested in capital construction will be 26 billion 
dong, with 22 billion coming from the central government's funds and 

4 billion from local funds and funds acquired by grass-roots units 
themselves. 


— The value of export goods will total 850 million rubles and dollars 
{units of currency as heard]. 








— The area of new forest planted concentratedly will cover 140,000 hectares. 


— The number of hogs is to reach 12.5 million head, an increase of 6 percent 


over 1986. 


— Marine products will total 620,000 metric tons, an increase of 5 percent 
over 1986. 


— Electricity output is targeted at 6.132 billion kWh, up by 9.4 percent 
over 1986. 


— The volume of production of washed coal is set at 6.5 million metric 
tons, an increase of 5 percent over 1986. 
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— The amount of domestic freight will be 58.6 million metric tons or 
1.19 billion metric tons/km, an increase of 5.5 percent in tonnage and 
6.6 percent in tons/km over 1986. 


— The number of general education students reporting to class at the 
beginning of the school year is expected to be 12.793 million, an increase 
of 2.2 percent over 1986. 


-- The population growth rate is set at 2 percent. 


Our people are broadening their movement for revolutionary actions and 
for emulation activities in productive labor and economization, striving 
to implement the resolution of the National Assembly by fulfilling or 
overfulfilling the 1987 state plan. 
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AGRICULTURE VIETNAM 


AGRICULTURE MINISTER REPORTS RESULTS OF CPV CONGRESS 
BKO50646 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 24 Dec 86 


[Text] The Ministry of Agriculture recently met to hear Comrade Nguyen Ngoc 
Triu, member of the party Central Committee and minister of agriculture, 
report on the results of the Sixth National Party Congress. The meeting 
also set forth five tasks to serve the grass-roots level; to implement 

the three economic programs of grain and foodstuffs, consumer goods, and 
export articles; and, in the immediate future, to do a good job of 

planting the 1986-1987 winter-spring crop. 


Fully imbued with the spirit of the resolutions of the Sixth National Party 
Congress, cadres, workers, and office employees of the Ministry of 
Agriculture expressed their resolve to fulfill the five tasks already set 
to serve the grass-roots level and to strive for overfulfulfil!ment of 

the plan for grain and foodstuff production. First of all, all units 
should satisfactorily review their work in 1986 so as to learn from good 
experience, to overcome difficulties, and to work out measures to implement 
the 1987 plan. The Ministry of Agriculture is working to perfect the 

plan for organizing and strengthening the managerial apparatus, especially 
in the service, building, supply, crop planting, livestock raising, and 
engineering sectors by streamlining this apparatus, slashing the number of 
intermediary links, reducing inconveniences for the grass-roots level, and 
achieving efficiency in work, production, and other economic activities. 

In the immediate future, the service sector should renovate its working 
methods at an early date to ensure timely material and fertilizer supplies 
to the grass-roots level and mobilize all tractors to help the peasants 
quickly prepare the soil to grow winter-spring rice, subsidiary food crops, 
and industrial plants on all the area as planned. It should also broaden 
the signing of contracts for crop and animal protection. 





Each collective unit in the agricultural sector is renovating its way of 

thinking and managerial mechanism. It must learn from good experience 

to successfully carry out the political and economic tasks in the period 

ahead. The grass-roots units’ right to autonomy in business must be 

broadened, the management of state farms must be improved, and conditions must 
be prepared for building models of agroindustrial-commercial-credit cooperatives. 


On this occasion, the Minietry of Agriculture launched an emulation movement 
for good agricultural work and for overfulfillment of the production plan 
right in the first crop of 1987. 


/12858 
CSO: 4209/213 114 














ACRICULTURE VIETNAM 


HANOI REVIEWS AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES OF LAST WEEK IN DECEMBER 
0W031343 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 30 Dec 86 


[Text] Here are some noteworthy features of agricultural activities 
nationwide over the past 10 days: 


Due to the favorable weather, by 25 December, southern localities had 
reaped 533,000 hectares of late rice, or one-third of the planted acreage, 
at a pace 19 percent slower than in the same period last year. The central 
highlands and coastal areas of central Vietnam had in the main completed 
the rice harvest whereas eastern Nam Bo and the Mekong Delta had reaped 

48 and 27 percent respectively of the planted acreage. 


Regarding winter-spring rice cultivation, northern localities have plowed 
as many as 918,000 hectares, an increase of 160,000 hectares over last 
year. Due to favorable weather conditions, the planting of early and 

main rice seedlings on the dry and aerated soil has been completed. A 
number of localities have transplanted 23,000 hectares of winter-spring 
rice. Meanwhile, southern localities have planted 454,000 hectares of 
winter-spring rice or nearly 60 percent of the planned acreage and 35,000 
hectares less than in the same period last year. Cuu Long and Tien Giang 
provinces have exceeded their transplanting plan norms by 6 to 7.8 percent. 
The eastern Nam Bo provinces have remained slow in rice planting. 
Winter-spring rice plants have developed well. But rice pests have 
appeared in some localities, affectirg nearly 28,000 hectares, mainly in 
Tien Giang, Hau Giang, Kien Giang, Long An, Ben Tre, and Dong Thap. Some 
12,000 hectares have been salvaged. Localities are currently concentrating 
efforts on eradicating pests to prevent them from spreading to other areas. 


Regarding vegetables and subsidiary and industrial crops, the cultivated 
acreage has been greater than in the same period last year. In fact, 
localities have planted 2,125,000 hectares of subsidiary food crops, up 

by 12 percent; 65,000 hectares of vegetables and beans, up by 2 percent; 
and 8,000 hectares of industrial crops, up by 5 percent. The harvest of 
winter crops, including corn, sweet potatoes, and potatoes has begun. This 
year, due to using the method of splitting germs, localities have obtained 
a fairly high yield of potatoes of various varieties. 
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Regarding livestock breeding, by 11 October 1984, the hog population 
natiowwide had reached 11.8 million head, about equal to that in 1985. 
Although the cold season has come late this year, to date some 1,000 
buffaloes or oxen have died in various localities, chiefly in Ha Bac, 

Vinh Phu, Binh Tri Thien, and Bac Thai, as a result of epizootic diseases, 
poor care, and overwork. 


The Ministry of Agriculture has urged localities to concentrate on 
implementing some tasks in the days to come. The northern provinces 

should strive to complete harvesting the early winter crops such as corn, 
sweet potatoes, and potatoes. They should closely inspect rice seed 

beds and secure reserve rice seedlings in view of the late cold. Rice 
seedlings have grown fast during the past warm days and may be overgrown. 
So, it is necessary to take positive measures to ensure that sufficient 
good rice seedlings for the entire planned acreage are planted on schedule. 
It is also necessary to protect the herd of domestic animals and draft 
cattle from being affected by the cold weather. 


The southern provinces should harvest the 1Oth-month rice quickly and 
neatly, secure sufficient good seeds for the next crop, and accelerate 
winter-spring rice transplanting. 
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TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


ARMY-BUILT BRIDGE IN HANOI COMMISSIONED-—-Yesterday, 22 December, the Ministry 
of National Defense held a ceremony to turn over to the Hanoi Municipal 
People's Committee the Tien Lu Bridge across the To Lich River, a project 
built by the Army as a gift to the people of the capital. The concrete bridge, 
which is 10 meters wide and 51.7 meters long and with a payload of 60 metric 
tons, was designed and built by cadres and combatants of the heroic Truong 

Son Army Corps. The main materials used in the construction of the bridge, 
which included cement, iron, steel, and welding rods, were contributed by 
various units of the army corps. While carrying out its assignment satisfac- 
torily on the northern border, Unit 79 also engaged in the construction of the 
Tien Lu Bridge--a communist youth project in honor of the success of the 

Sixth Party Congress. Thanks to their creative labor and efforts to overcome 
difficulties, develop innovations, and adopt measures to increase construction 
efficiency, cadres and combatants of the unit were able to build the bridge 

in accordance with design and specifications. [Text] [Hanoi Domestic Service 
in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 22 Dec 86 BK] /12858 


CSO: 4209/213 END 


117 









































